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be fo flight a, way, . as, ſhould rather give a 


= very full, free, and ſolemm Examination; 
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IEN: my g Hors Pic g den 
publiſned near Two Months , 
March x. 1718. I was inform'd: = 
my Affair bega n to be talk d of privately among 
the. Members — tlie e , and that 
they ſoon intended to: do ſomewhat therein: 
That ſome of the ——__ Men in the Lower 
Houſe had been Diſcourſing about it ; and 
that they 2 = ome Cough ts ok 
ppointing a ſma mmittee of their own 
ouſe, during the Summer Interval of Convò- 
cation, to examine, my Papers, and give in their 
Report the next Winter. I ſuſp this n 


ll 
ſour for a Deſire of my not Printing this Sarg. 
mer, than be of any great Ser ice to me, or 
the Publick. 1 guarded therefore apainſt chat 


Danger; and was unwilling to promiſe 
Delay of Printing, but upon the Kiirance t 


and yet was very ready to lay my Papers 
fore any Committee o. e e 


ever. 3 
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And, by the way, this malt Fendency to: 


wards 1 in the Lower Houſe, with 

e Open Pro opolal of the ſame Exa- 
tion by a en fe everend Prelate in the 
pper, were all the direct A chat 
nature, fo far as I have heard, which appear d 
quring the 17091 Convocation. 


18 9 „D ; MY 
Days after ; : nde x bath expected 
ae the Lower Hoyſe I ach might 
not 4 rpriz d, I drew u up an Anſwer therete, 
in caſe it Jhould have proy'd as I theh expected. 
Which Anſwer, tho never ſent, becauſe I had 
no ſuch Meſſage , ſhall be here inſerted 3 that 


the Reader may fully know my 1 Fb 


that Wenke. I 41 „ 
1 „j I. = W 
* ain 7. 6) 1 ie A . 
Ae eig gf” 1 near Eh. Flat | 
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ce the Convocation has tes A, fo 
far to take Notice of me and my Deſigns 


mittee to Examine them; I take this Oppottu- 
Airy of Carly Addrefling my ſelf to 1 

| before them With all due Hu- 
mility and 5 NE jon, w. lat it is tha I hope 
For, and inſiſt upon in this Matter. And 140 


it the more readily, not only becauſe the Great 
and Important Concerns of True Religion, of 


the Faith and Practice of Chriſtians, of the 
Peace of the Church, and of the Duty and Ho- 
nour of the Clergy are therein moſt deeply con- 
cern'd; but becauſe , if this be neglected, I 


to deſire my Papers, and to appoint a Com- 


thib Church and 4 I need not. be very 
large here, becau e that Hiſtorical Preface which 
1 lately Dedicated to you, and which I 


Lay HR One my The 3 23 d — 
this G 


jeſires 


# 


ſuppoſe you have all. ſeen, does in great Parr 
„Dis- 


prevent me, and ſhew my real Thoughts, Dil 
coveries, and Deſires, to you and the Chri- 
{tian World. Only I cannot but now Obteſt 
and Conjure you, by all the moſt ſacred Ties and 
Obligations which lye upon you, as Men, as 
Chriſtians, as Miniſters of Relig , and Re- 
preſentatives of the main Part of the Eſtabliſh'd 
National Church ; as you all are, or pretend to 
be, in Earneſt for Truth and Genuine Chriſtia- 
nity ; and as you all equally with me muſt N 


an Account to our common Lord, of your 


nagement in this Weighty Matter at the great 


Day; That laying aſide all other Regards of Par- 


ty, and Policy, and Names of Niſtinction, you 
weill join with me in the through Examination 
and impartial Diſcovery of thoſe Original Truths 


and Books of our common Chriſtianity, which 
I have to repreſent to you, and lay before you. 


I have done my utmoſt in thoſe Matters my 
felf : And am ſure I can ſafely affirm , that I 
have Things to propoſe to you highly worthy 
your moſt ſolemn and publick Conſideration ; 


and ſuch as ought not to receive any farther De- 
lay from you. When Hilkiah the High-Prieft 
found the original compleat Book of the A, 


ick Law, he was not reprimanded and diſcou- 
rag'd from producing it; but had ir carried im- 
mediately by Sbaphan the Scribe to good King 
Tofiah, and found preſently a Reformation ac- 


. cording to it undertaken by him. Now, to lay 
noching of my other-Papers, I do verily belieye 
I have found a greater Treaſure, the 9 
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Bock of the Chriſtian Law, the { onflltition} ff. 
the Apoſtles, with their Doctrine, and the Genu 
ine EpiPles of Ignatius giving undeniable Acreſta- 
tion to them. And ſhall I not be permitted o- 
penly to 3 the Books, and pyblickly to 6 
alledge their Credentials before the Miniſters of 
that Bleſſed Lord, whoſe Appointments, whoſe 
facred and unalterable Appointments are there- 
In contain'd ? Muft I be oblig'd to leave the 
Learned among the Clergy, and try whether | 
the Laity, even the honeſt, * commonly un- 
learned Chriſtian Laity will hear me? This is 
what I am greatly afraid of, and would fain pre- 
vent if poſſible. I earneſtly deſire that the Ho- 
nour of chis great Reformation, which muſt en- 
ſus, may belong firſt of all to the Clergy, na 
to the Clergy of this Church, among whom 
have the Honour to be my ſelf numbred: And 
that all Dangers of Schiſm or Diſſention , with | 
All other Inconveniences both as to Church and 
State, may be entirely avoided by the Care and | 
Chriſtian Endeavours of the Biſhops and Cler- 
&y of the ſame. I ſay of the Biſhops and Cler- 
zy of this Church: For I muſt freely own that |. 
till the Biſhops and Clergy „or. both Houſes ＋ 
Convocation, do publickly join in recommend. 
ing theſe weighty. Matters to a ſele& Number of 
the moſt Learned, whether ini or out of Convd- 
cation, with a ſolemn Commiſſion and Charge 
to Examine throughly , and ſpeak their Minds 
freely and "a wth and a like ſolemn Promiſe to 
endeavour 


immediately the . Correction of 
thoſe Things which on ſuch Examination 
ſhall appear not agreeable to the original 
Settlements of Chriſtianity, I ſhall not look on 
any leſſer Atrempts of this Nature to be of any. 
Conſequence at all; nor ſhall be moved by them 
to put any ſtop to my own Deſigns on their Ad- 
count. 
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count. This is my real Senſe and Reſolution- 
And if! theſe moſt Sacred Mattert may not by 
the Convocation be thought worthy of ſuti | 
publick Conſideration, they cannot bur be ſup- 
pos d to be — {lighted and neglected by 
them. Not that I ſhall refuſe Copies of my Pa- 
pers to either Houſe , or to any Committee of 
either Houſe, in any way which ſhall be defired 
by them: But that I look upon any other Me, 

thod as of ſmall Conſequence, and utterly. be- 


| neath che Dignity and Weight of theſe Com 


cerns; as indeed rather tending to avoid the Im- 
putation of an open Refuſal of Enquiry , than 
to a through Search, Examination, and Refo 

mation. I have however herewith ſent my Diſ 
ertat ion on the Epiſtles of Ignatius, to be perus 
by all that pleaſe, before the riſing of the Con- 
vocation : And whenever any Committee ſhall 


defire the reſt of my Papers, I will take all the 


Care I can that they may have Copies of them, 
and chat as long as they pleaſe : So far I mean 
as ſhall be conſiſtent with my Obligation to the 
Printing and Publiſhing my Four Volumes this 
Summer: Which indeed JI am ſo far engag'd in, 
and the Subſcribers may ſo juſtly expect it from 
me, that nothing leſs than what I have already 
mention'd can juſtify me in putting a ſtop there- 
to. TI have nothing more to add, but to implore 
che Divine Bleſſing on your Conſultations; and 
to pray that all may at laſt tend to the compleat 
Diſcovery of Divine Truth, to the entire Cor- 


rection of modern Errors in Faith and Practice, 


and to the Advancement and Haſtening of the 
coming of the Kingdom of our Lord and Savi- 
our. All which is fincerely done by, 8985 
= | Tour very Humble and Obedient Servant, 
e VILIL. MISTON. 
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But all my Proſpect of Examination ſoon wr. 
niſhed away. For, after a few Days, I Ada 
privdte Intimation given me that other Meaſures 
were taken; and that IT was to be — $1 
fur'd and Excommunicated, without the Allow- 

ance of any Examination. pb 
This was 2 great Surprize to me, and not 
eaſily to be believ'd ; bur ſoon appear'd to be 
too true. For on Friday, March 9. there were 

Three Speeches made againſt me in the Lower 
Flouſe : The firſt by a Dean , who having the 

_ Hiſtorical Preface in his Hand, and reading out 
of it the Cenſure which had been paſs'd upon 
me at Cambridge , mov'd that an Addreſs might 
be made to the Upper Houſe , to know their 
Lordſhips Opinion, what Notice wasjfit for the 
Convocation to take of that Book , which was 
Dedicated to it. This was ſeconded by a long 
Speech of another Dean , which agreed to the 
Motion, and tended to aggravate my Offence 
and expreſs'd his utter Abhorrence of my Do- 
&rine, and yet great Commiſeration to my Per- 
ſon. This was Thirded by another Member, 
who was ſhorter, but in the main agreed to the 
Motion; with much the ſame Expreſſions of ut- 
ter Abhorrence of my Doctrine, and great 
Commiſeration of my Perſon ; as the for- 
mer Dean had us d. So the Houſe agreed to 
the Motion. But before this Addreſs came up 
co the Upper Houſe, on Wedneſday March 14. the 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells made a vehementSpeech 
againſt me there; and mov'd that they might 
| proceed with me as a Court. This was not then 
„„ agreed to: But a Committe was appointed to 
/ meet on Saturday, March, 17. at the Biſhop of 
| Lincoln's, to conſider what was to be done with 
Relation to me. On Friday, March 16. wo be- 
| | ore 
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fore-mentioned. Addreſs. came up to the U 
Houſe; and a Motion was there made, 


Mr. Dodwell's Epi ſtolary Diſcourſe concerning the 
Natural Mortality of Human Souls, might be re- 
ferr'd to the ſame Committee; which was a- 
greed to accordingly. On Saturday, March 17. 
the Committee came to Two Reſolutions ; viz.. 
That they thought the Convocation might pro- 
ceed as a Court: And that ſince the Hiſtorical 
| Preface was dedicated to them, it was proper to 
take notice of it. The ſame Day I ſent the 
following Letter to the Biſhops aſſembled in 
this Committee; which coming a. lictle too 


EF 


late, was only deliverd to the Lord Biſhop 


of Lincoln, at whoſe Houſe they met; and ſo it 
was ſent me back again. It was in thefe 
Word, 535 47 7051 


f j 


| | Mareh 17. 17. 10 


1 Nderſtanding that you are to Conſider a- 


bout me and my Opinions this Day, I 


thought it very reaſonable and proper for me to 


make my Application to your Lordſhips, and 
with all due Humility and Submiſſion to deſire 
a fair and publick Examination of my SS. Pa- 
pers, before any Cenſure be paſt upon me. The 
Hiſtorical Preface has ſuch entireRelation to thoſe 
Papers, that tis impoſſible for any to judge fair- 
ſy concerning it, without the Peruſal of the 
other; which. therefore I do humbly tender to 
your Conſideration. And IJ am bold to move 
your Lordſhips, that the Reverend Dr. Smalridge, 
with ſuch others as the Convocation ſhall pleaſe 
to nominate , may be directed this Summer to 
make a Throngh and 1 Examination 85 
| N | :. 0 
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che ſame Papers, and to report next Winter whe- 
ther their Opinion they contain Things wor- 
thy of the more publick Conſideration of the 


Convocation, and of the Chriſtian Church, or 


not. I am ſo far from intending upon ſmall E- 

vidence, or by any doubtful Opinions of my 
own, to make any Diſturbance in the Peace or 
Faith of the Chriſtian Church, that I ftill of- 
fer to ſuppreſs my Books, in cafe that a Tenth 
Part of that Original Evidence which ] have to 
produce on my Side, can be alledg'd for the op- 
poſite Doctrines. And J have ſo great an Aver- 
ſion to any thing that looks like Schiſm, that 
J have, as far as poſſible, in all publick Admi- 
niſtrations, kept cloſe to the Rules and Wor- 
ſhip eſtabliſh'd by Authority in this Realm all 
along; and am ſtill diſpos'd to do ſo; even at 
the ſame time that I was, and am fully ſatisfied 
that I could make uſe of a much more excel- 
lent Way of Worſhip appointed by the Apoſtles 


themſelves. And I ſhould till think it a great 


Misfortune, if I or others, by any publick Re- 


| jection of Examination in theſe moſt Sacred 


Matters, or by being excluded the Communion 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, ſhould be forc'd to 


do any thing which might cauſe the leaſt Di- 


ſturbance or Diviſion among us: All which 
'tis certainly in your Lordſhips Power, 1 A 
fair and pnblick Examinacion, to prevent. But 


if the Convocation ſhall reſolve on the way of 


Force and Perſecution , inſtead of that of En- 
quiry and Examination , I pray God grant me, 
and all good Chriſtians who may be concern'd, 
a clear Senſe what will be our Duty in that 
Caſe ; and ſuch Chriſtian Faith and Patience, 


as will be neceſſary under ſuch great Trials and 


Afflictions for the ſake of our Conſciences. |! 
am, My Lords, Dur very Humble and Ohediem Ser ds. 
1 MILL. MHIS TUN. 
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About this time it was alfo that, 2 
ing hard Uſage, and fearing I might be Cen- 
ſur'd and Excommunicated by the Convocation + 4 
without being heard in my own Vindication, E 9 
drew up à Solemn Proteſtation and Appeal, to 
be then made, when I ſhould find my ſelf in 
thoſe Unhappy Circumſtances: But this ſhall 
here be omitted, becauſe it will more narurally 


come in hereafter. 21) ee | 8: 

On Monday, March 19. the Reſolutions of 1 
the Committee were laid before the Lord Arch- 1 
hiſhop of Canterbury, their Preſident, On Wed- „ 
nc[day, March 21. the Archbiſhop's Anſwer was 4 
return d; That he agreed with the Com- | 1 
** mittee that my Book was to be taken notice 


* of ; but as to the Manner, and whether in 
* the way of a Court, he would take Time for 
Legal Advice. On Friday, March 23. the 
Upper Houſe appointed a Committee of their 
whole Houſe ro Sit the Day following about 
iy Matters; and, as far as I could learn, to 
examine Preſidents, ariſing chiefly from ſome 
unpubliſhed Papers of Dr. Heylin, which ſeem- El . 
d to prove that the whole Convocation might | 1 
act as a Court. And now I perceiv'd that there 1 
were Three Opinions in Convocation, as to the 
manner of treating me; beſides that of thoſe who 
were for a fair Examination. The firſt was for the 
whole Convocation's acting as a Court, and pro- 
ceeding to Cenſure & Excommunication immedi- 
ately. The ſecond for the Archbiſhop's doing the 14 
ſame things, aſſidentibus & conſentientibus Epiſcopis, 4 
without the Lower Houſe; as in his Court of Au- 1 
dience. The Third, for only paſſing a Syno- N 


dical Cenſure on my Book, and referring the _ 
puniſhing me to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, by 1 


2 Proceſs in his on Court. On Tueſday, Mareb 
e | B 2 27. 


UE 
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27. the Biſhops ſent a Meſſage to-the Lower 
Houſe, that they were adjourn'd till Wedneſday, 
April 11. and that the firſt thing they would then 
go upon was the Method of proceeding with 
me. In this Interval I underſtood that the way 
which was by ſome art firſt propos'd, viz. of go- 
ing upon my Matters much ſooner, and makin 

the Trial or Proceſs more full and publick, had 
been overrul'd by others; and a Reſolution had 
been taken for delay , and for-proceeding more 
ſummarily toward the Concluſion of the Seſſi- 
on. During this Interval alſo I drew up the 
following Letter to the Archbiſhop of Canterbu- 
77, as Preſident of the Convocation : Which 
was dated and dzliver'd to him Apr. 5. Copies 
of which were alſo deliver'd to the Archbiſhop 
of York ; to the Prolocutor of tlie Lower Houſe; 


and to ſome others; to be ſhew'd, as Occaſion 


ſhould ſerve : Which though it has been already 
made publick elſewhere, yet cannot be omitted 
in this its proper Place. | Poo ol 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, 


go I perceive that my Hiftorical Preface has 
I given Offence nor only to ſeveral Good 

Men in particular, but to the Body of the Con- 
vocation in general; and to many others who 


are really deſirous that Truth and primitive 


Chriſtianity may prevail ; and that not only on 

Account of the Manner of my Writing , which 
ſeems to be with too great Confidence and Aſſu- 
rance ; but alſo becauſe it looks like reviving the 
very Hereſy of Arius himſelf, as it was condemn'd 
by the Council of Nice; The great Regard 1 
have to the Peace of the Church, and my ſin- 


cere deſire to approve my ſelf to my 8 


8 


+ | | ©, ; N 23 
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London, Apr. 5, 1911. 
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in it, have made me think it might be very pro- 


per to Addreſs my ſelf to your Grace, as Preſi- 


dent of the Convocation, upon this Occaſion ; 


to lay before you my ſincere Thoughts as to theſe 


Matters, with the utmoſt Humiliry and Defe- 


rence : That I may not be eſteem'd ſo perverſe 
and obſtinate as not to own any Indecencies I 


may have been guilty of: And that I may not 


be charg'd with what never was in my Thoughts 
or Deſigns, with regard to the Revival of the 
Arian Hereſy ; And at the ſame time to beg of 


your Grace to uſe your Endeavours that the 


Things I propoſe may not any way ſuffer on 
account of any Raſhneſs in the way of my 
propoſing them. For as to the Manner of my, 
Writing upon theſe Subjects, it is, I confels, 
too agreeable to the Warmth and Vehemence of 
my natural Temper, increas'd by an hearty, and 
Jam ſure an honeſt Zeal for what things ſoever 
at any time appear to me to be true, and of Im- 
portance in Chriſtianity. I hope God, who 


| knows the inmoſt Receſſes of my Soul, will not 


impute all that appears to be raſh and aſſuming, 
to ſuch a proud and conceired Temper as it may 
ſeem to others to proceed from: And that he 


will mercifully forgive any Offences of that 


Nature, where he finds the Heart in the main 
ſincere and upright ; and honeſtly labouring, to 
the beſt of its Knowledge, to promote Truth 
and Piety in the World. And as I earneſtly 
wiſh that the uncorrupt Faith and Practice of 
the Goſpel in every Part may prevail among us, 
ſo do I heartily deſire that J may not be found 
Guilty of breaking any of the Rules of Chri- 
{tian Meekneſs, Humility, . Modeſty, and De- 
ference to lawful Authority, while i am aiming 
to promote, to the beſt of my Judgment and A- 
bility , the Purity of Chriſt's 

| | 4 1 N. E Men. 
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[127 
Men And T muſt own to your Grace that 1 
am, upon Reflection, ſenſible that in ſeveral Ex- 
preſſions, and in many Circumſtances of 'my 
Management, I have not always kept within 
thoſe ſtrict Rules of the Goſpel, which the 
Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt and his Re- 
ligion requires in ſuch Caſes; and that there- 
fore I may ſometimes have given Occaſion of 
Offence to my Chriſtian Brethren, and to thoſe 
in Authority in particular: For which Faults, 
wherever they have appear'd, either by Word 
or Writing, as I do heartily beg Forgivencſs of 
God and of good Men, ſo do I faithfully pro- 
miſe that Iwill be more careſul not to be Guilty 
1 of the ſame hereafter. Humbly deſiring that 
ih my ſpeaking plainly what I judge to be Truth, 
4 may not be eſteem'd juſt Cauſe of Offence ; 
[|| that I be allow'd with a decent Freedom to pro- 
- duce all the proper Arguments and Teftimonies 
'þ for what I propoſe; and that I be permitted 
1 modeſtly to declare what Degree of Evidence I 
| _ think J have for what J aſſert. As to the Impu- 
I'S tation of Arianiſm, which I confeſs I have not 
WR been ſufficiently careful to avoid, I do declare 
| * it never was my Intention to aſſert the Arian He- 
Mi \ reſy,ſtrictly fo called; or to revive i the Hereſy of 
| Arius, and of his peculiar Followers, as it Was 
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+ N. B. By this Hereſy of Arius, and of his petuliar Follow- 
ert, at it was condemn'd at theCouncil of Nice; which afterward 
J explain more diſtinctly, by thoſe particular Novel DeFrint:, 
and the like particular NovelExpreſſions,of Aria S himſelf mhich were 
condemm d at theCouncil of Nice; and again by thoſe raſh and Na- 
vel Affertions and Expreſſions of Arius, which caus d the Piffur- 
bances in the Church at that time, and were condemn d by the Coun. 
fi | eil of Nice; I meant and could mean only thoſe raſh and 
1 „Novel Aſſertions and Expreſſions, which Arius and his Fol- 
5 lowers firſt introduc d into the Church, or firſt diſturb d the 
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condemn'd at the Council of Nice. I guarded 
againſt this expreſsly in my Hiſtorical Preface, 
p. 2. by a particular Declaration, that by that 
1 which I ſpeak of, I ever mean the 
Doctrine of that Part of the Church which-- 
was call'd Arian in the Fourth Century ; and 
not the Doctrine of Arius himſelf only, with 
1 few of his particular Followers, And this Di- 
ſtinction is ſo plain in all my Papers, that where- 
as L every where own the Doctrines of that Part 
of the Church in the Fourth Century, which 
cheir Adverſaries would call by the odious 
Name of Arian, yet do not I in any Propo- 
ſition aſſert thoſe: Particular Novel Doctrines, 
or uſe the like Particular Novel Expreſſions of- 
Arias himſelf, which were condemn'd at the 
Council of Nice; but ever confine my ſelf to 
the much Aneienter and more Authentick Do- 
ctrines and Language of the Scripture and the 
moſt Primitive Writers. And I take leave to 
obſerve here a few Things farther ; That the 
main Body of thoſe whom their Adverſaries 
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F 2x oyTry iv. For as for that Council's Aust hema againſt 
the Uſe of the Word «T7975, created, concerning our Savi- 
our, which ſeems to have been brought in under the Pre- 
tence that the Arians us d it in the very ſame Senſe of the 
Son, and of all the Inferior Creatures; (tho* the Ariant ſo 
call'd by me, if not Arius and his peculiarFollowers alfo, ever 
deny'd it) it was moſt certainly the Ancient and Original 
Language of the Scripture', and of the firſt Chriſti- 
ans, and ſo out of the Power of any Council whatſoever, 
ro abrogate or condemn .: any more than they had Power to 
conſecrate that novel and unſcriptural Expreſſion of h 
„O, which had been fo expreſly rejected by the Councils. 
of Antioch long before. So that, in ſhort, the Council of 
Nice, and Arius with his peculiar Followers, were both high- 
ly to blame in thefe Matters; and ought neither of them to 


be followed, without better Authority, by any Chriſtian. 
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ſelves ſo far from juſtifying any of thoſe Raſh 


and Novel Aſſertions and Expreflions of Ari, 


which caus'd the Diſturbances in the Church at 
that time, and were condemn'd by the Coun- 
cil of Nice, that they did not approve of them, 
or inſert them into their Creeds; nay, did not 
themſelves publickly admit Arius and his Follow- 
ers into the Church again, till he gave in a 
Creed without the leaſt Syllable of them ; as is 
evident in the Hiſtory of that Age. In reality, 
I think no one ought to be at all led by any 
particular Men, but to take their Chriſtian 
Faith and Practice from thoſe moſt Sacred and 
Primitive Writers, which liv'd long before the 


Riſe of the Controverſies in the Fourth Cen- 


tury; as I have endeavourd to do in my 


Account of the Primitive Faith of Chriſtians. 
I!, take this Opportunity alſo to beg of your 


Grace, if you ſhall think fit, to recommend 


' «the ſerious Conſideration of my Papers to the 


Convocation , or to a Committee of Learned 
Men this Summer ; that ſo all may proceed 


with that Fairneſs, and ſincere Regard to Truth 


and Chriſtianity, which becomes the Miniſters 


of Chriſt Jeſus. If once this Matter be brought 


to that Method of Proceeding , I ſhall exceed- 
ingly rejoice , and be ready, whenever I ſhall 
be requird, to lay all my Papers before them 
for their Conſideration ; and to correct any Mi- 


ſtakes in them, or retract any Opinions I have 
advanc'd, that upon due Examination ſhall ap- 
pear not to be well grounded. I beg your 


Grace's Pardon and Blefling , and ſubſcribe 


my ſelf, with all Submiflion, 


Your moſt Humble and Obedient Servant, 
| Aprit 
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call'd Arians in the Fourth Century, were them- 
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April 11. the, firſt Convocation Day aſter 
Eaſter , the Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſent the 
UpperHouſe my Letter; accompanied with two 
of his own, which two here follow Verbatim. 


— 


Jo the Right Reverend my Brethren, the Bi. 


ſhops of the Province of Canterbury, . in 
Convocation aſſembled. | * 


** 


Right Reverend Brethren, 


1488 your Lordſhips, on the roth of 


March laſt, came to ſome Reſolutions 
concerning a Book lately publifh'd by Mr. bi- 
fton, and in Purſuance thereof did agree at the 
ſame time that they ſhould be laid before me, 
for my Opinion thereupon : T have alread 
ſignified unto you, that I entirely agree wi 

ou in your Reſolution , that Notice ſhould 
ba taken of the ſaid Book ; and after havin 
conſulted ſuch Books and Perſons as I thought 
proper on this Occaſion, I do now ſubjoin and 
offer my Opinion concerning the further Me- 
thods of Proceeding therein, as follows. 
To proceed regularly in the Cenſure of Mr. 
Whiſton , Two Points are to be'confider'd': 


| 2 20 1 
1. The Cenſure of the Book, or Doctrine. 
2. The Cenſure of the Perſon. 


1. In order to a Cenſure upon the Book or 


Doctrine, Two Things ſeem neceſſary to be · 


done. Firſt, To have the Book well examin'd, 
and to fix upon the Particular Paſſages wherein 
he has aſſerted his Pernicious Tenets moſt plain- 


ly and expreſsly. Secondly ; To fix the Parti- py. bY 
Fo 114 


cular Places of Scripture, and in the Coon 
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of Nice, and the Articles of our own Church; 


upon which the Charge of Hereſy may be moſt 


clearly grounded. NT 


2. In order to a Cenſure of the Perſon in a 
Judicial way , there are Three ſeveral Methods 
which you will weigh and confider well, in or- 
der to judge how far each of them will he ſaſe 
and expedient, and how far effectual. 


I. The Firſt Method is by. Court of Con- 


vocation, in which ſuch a Judicature hath been 


evidently exerciſed in many Inſtances , both 
before and ſince the Reformation, and ſeems 
to be the moſt deſirable Method in the preſent 
Caſe, if the following Difficulties do not ſtand 
In the way. Firſt, Such a Court being final, 
or the Laſt Reſort, from which no Appeal is 


provided by the Stat. 25. Hen. 8. Cap. 19. it 
may ſeem to be doubtful, how far a Proſecution 


without Appeal to the Crown, will be conſi- 
Kent with 1. Eliz. Cap. 1. Sec. 17. whereby 
all Juriſdiction, and P for Reformation 


F Errors, and Hereſy , and Schiſms , is united and 


eennexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm; and 
alſo , how far it will be conſiſtent with the Sta- 
tute of Appeals, 25. Hen. 8. Cap. 19. which in 
the Courſe of the Appeals directed to be thence- 
forth made, doth nor mention Convocation. 
Secondly , It ſeems to be another Difficulty, 
that chere does not appear to have been any 
Exerciſe of ſuch a Judicatnre for this laſt 100 
Years, or thereabout ; in which time. Matters 
of this Nature were uſually conſider'd and ad- 
judg'd in the High-Commiſſion-Court , whilſt 
that remained ; and when that Court was ſup- 


 preſs'd, it was enacted 17. Car. 2. Cap. 2. That 


no Court ſhould be thenceforth erected wit 


6 like Power, Furiſdiction or Authority ; but that all 


Commiſſi- 
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Commiſſions erecting any ſuch Courts, ſhould 
be void. . 7 


| You will therefore think it fit to be duly con- 
| fider'd , how far the Revival of this Judicial 


Authority in a Convocation , empower'd to 


proceed arid act * Majeſty's Commiſſion 


or Licenſe, may be conſtrued an Erecting of 


on had. | | 
Thiraly, Since the Diſuſe of ſuch Judicial 


Proceeding , the Writ de Heretico comburendo has 


been taken away by the Statute of 29. Car. 2. 
Cap. o. And you will alſo conſider whether the 
Proviſion there made for the Furiſdiction of Pro- 
reftont Archbiſhops or Biſhops, or any other Fudges of 
Eecleſiaſtical Courts, in Caſes of Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, 
Hereſy and Schiſm , extend to Convocation, or 
only the ordinary Eſtabliſh'd Court of every 
Archbiſhop or Biſhop. 1 

Fourthly, In the Year 1689, ſeveral Hereti- 
cal Books having been complain'd of to the 
Lower. Houſe; the Biſhop of London Preſident 
and the then Biſhops, after mature Advice and 
Deliberation thereupon , returned this Anſwer, 
Seſſ. 13. Quod conſcii ſunt diverſas eſſe clauſulas 
pernicioſas in libris allatis penes eos, & diretione dictæ 
Domus relictis: ſed informati ſunt per Furiſperitos 
utriuſq: juris proprias eſſe Curias Fudicialts pro punitia 


one delictorum hujuſmodi, & eorum ferunt Opiniones 


non eſſe conveniens in preſent ia ſeſe hi rebus ima 
Miſcere. 5 | 7 


IT. The Second Method of Proceeding in 
the preſent Caſe, as I humbly conceive, is for 
the Archbiſhop to hold a Court of Audience z 
and Calling to him his Provincial Biſhops as Aſ- 


ſeſſors there, to examine, proceed, and give _ 
Sentence as in his Court of Audience: Into 


LS |: which 
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a Court with like Power as the High-Commiſſi- 
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which Court he is fully empower'd by a Spe- 


cial Proviſo, 23. Hen. 8. Cap. 9. Sect. 3. to 
cite any Perſon out of his Dioceſe wherein he 


dwells, in caſe that the Biſhop, or other imme- 


diate Judge or Ordinary, dare not, or will not 
convene the Party to be ſued before him ; and 


from which Court (as within the Statute of 
25. Hen. 8. Cap. 19.) a Regular Appeal lies to 


the Queen's Delegates in Chancery. 


IIIH. TheBiſhop, in whoſeDioceſe he inhabits, 
may of his own accord cite him in his Court, 
or the Cauſe may be remitted , or ſpecially re- 
commended to him as his proper Ordinary by 


the Archbiſhop and Biſhops in Convocation ; 
which we find hath oftentimes been done in 
Caſes of the like Nature. . 

Of the Three foremention'd Methods the 


two laſt ſeem to be moſt plain and clear in Point 


of Legality. But becauſe the firſt is the moſt 
ſolemn, provided it may be purſued legally, and 


with ſafety to the Archbiſhop, Biſhops, andCler- 


gy of the Province, it ſeems to be neceſſary to 


lay the Premiſes , or what elſe may be the Re- 
ſult of your own Debates and Deliberations,be- 
fore her Majeſty, with an humble Requeſt, as 
from the Upper Houſe , that Her Majeſty will 
be graciouſly pleas'd to lay the Cafe before Her 
Reverend Judges, for their Opinions there- 


upon. 


l beartily recommend you to God, the Ruler 
and Guide of his Church ; and remain, Right 
Reverend Brethren, 


Your moſt Affectionate Brother, 


CANTERBURY. 


i a The Se- 
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Right Reverend Brethren, 
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J {nd you herewith a Letter which I received 
on the 5th of this Inſtant Apr. from Mr. 


_ Whiſton, whole Caſe (as you have given me to 


underſtand) now coming under your Conſide- 
ration, I thought it proper for me co commu- 
nicate to you for your Peruſal, and thereby alſo 
to cut off all Occaſion of his complaining, that 


1 ſmotherany of his Overtures. You will beſt 
judge what Uſe is fit to be made of this Paper, 


and at what time. I deſire the Original may 
be kept as long as you think convenient , in the 
Hands of any of my Subſtitutes that ſhall be this 
Day in the Chair. 

cannot but obſerve one. Thing in this Let- 
ter, with ſome Degree of Admiration, that tis 
his earneſt Wiſh that the uncorrupt Faith and 
Practice of the Goſpel may prevail; and the Pro- 
feffion which he makes , that he aims to pro- 
more, to the beſt of his Judgment and Ability 
the Purity of Chriſt's Religion, whilſt he would 
obtrude on the World, as a conſiderable Part of 
the Canon of the New Teftament , that very 
ſpurious and corrupt Book of the Conſtituti- 
ons. Oo 


| = J am, 
Lambeth , 11. Apr. 
1711. Es 


CANTERBURY. 


Upon the Peruſal of both Letters, the Houſe 
appointed a Committee to meet on Friday Morn- 
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ing, before their uſual Time of ſitting as 2 


\ 


| Houſe, to reconſider the Preſidents upon which 


they had gone, and to add the Conſideration of 
the Acts of Parliament thereto relating, which 


had been formerly omitted. Upon Friday it came 


to 2 Diviſion of the Houſe whether they ſhould 
venture to act as a Court, without Addrefling the 
Queen for the Opinion of the Judges, or not? 
The Biſhops of London, Rocheſter, Bath and Wells, 
and St. David's, were for proceeding without 
ſuch an Addreſs and Opinion: But all the reſt 
were for agreeing to the Archbiſhop's Motion; 


excepting the Biſhop of Briſtol, who was Neu- 


ter. So that theReſolution was to Addreſs ac- 


cordingly. Upon which the Biſhop of Bath and 
Hells produced a Draught of ſuch an Addreſs. 
But the naming of Perſons to preſent the Ad- 


dreſs being left to the Archbiſhop , he appoint- 


ed the Lord Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, 


and the Lord Biſhop of Ely: who on Tueſday, 
Apr. 17. preſented it to the Queen : She enqui- 
red whether they expected a preſent Anſwer ? 
They reply'd, that the Nature of the Thing ra- 
ther requir'd Time for Conſideration. This Ad- 


dreſs was in theſe Words. 


To the Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Humble Addreſs of the Archbiſhop and Bi- 
ſhops of the Province of Canterbury, in 
Convocation Aſſembled. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty. | 


. one William Whiſton, a presbyter of ; 


the Church of England, and late Pro- 


feſſor of Mathematicks in the Univerſity of 


Cambridge, who was in October laſt expell'd the 


# LIES, * - 


broad divers Tenets 3 to Religion te- 
ceiv'd and eftabliſh'd by publick Authority in 
this Realm, has ſince that time , and a little be- 
fore the fitting of this Preſent Convocatipn, 
printed and publiſhed an Hiforical Preface to o- 
ther Writings of the ſame pernicious Deſign, 
intended for the Preſs, in which he has advan- 
ced ſeveral damnable and blaſphemous Aſſertions a- 
gainſt the Doctrine and Worſhip of the Ever- 
Bleſſed Trinity: Expreſly contradicting the Two 
Fundamental Articles of the Nieene Creed; and 
defaming the whole Atbanaſian; and has had 
the Confidence to inſcribe and direct the ſaid 
printed Preface to the Convocation now Afſ- 
ſembled: | | | f 
And whereas we take our ſelves to be both 
bound in Duty to God, and to his Holy Truths, 
and in Obedience to Your Majeſty's pious In- 
tentions ſignified to us with Your Gracious Li- 
cence, to repreſs the ſaid Blaſpbemy; and alſo 
obliged in Vindication of our firm Adherence 
to the true Faith, and for the Preſervation of 
the ſame in the Members of our Commnnion, 
to call the ſaid William Whiſton before us, in or- 
der either to his Amendment, or Exclufion from 
the Communion of the Church of England; but 
do yet find our ſelves hindred from going on, by 
ſome Doubts ariſing among our ſelves concern- 
ing our Power ſo to act and proceed: 

For that the Court of Convocation being Fi- 
nal, or the laſt Reſort, from which no Appeal 
is provided by the Statute made in the 25th Year 
Henry the Eighth, Chap. 19. it may ſeem to he 
doubtful how far a Proſecution, without Ap- 
pou to the Crown , will be conſiſtent with the 
Statute made in the firſt Year of Queen Elixa- 
Beth, Chap. I. SeR. 17. whereby all Juriſdicti- 
on, and particularly for Reformation of _— 
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Herefies and Schiſms, is united and annex'd. to 
the Imperial Crown of this Realm; and alſo 
ho far it will be conſiſtent with the Statute of 

Appeals made in the 25th Year of Homy VIII. 
Chap. 19. which in the Courſe of the Appeals. 
directed to be henceforth made, doth not men- 
tion Convocation. May it pleaſe Your moſt. 
Gracious Majeſty, out of your known Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the Good of his 
Church, to lay this Caſe before your Reverend 
Judges, and others whom your Majeſty in your 
Wiſdom ſhall think fir, for their Opinion, How 
far the Convocation, as the Law now ſtands, 
may proceed in Examining , Cenſuring, and 
Condemning ſuch Tenets as are declared to be 
Hereſy by the Laws of this Realm; together 
with the Authors and Maintainers of them. 


Upon this Addreſs to the Queen, Her Maje- 
ſty was pleaſed to refer the whole to the Twelve 
Judges, and to Her Attorney and Sollicitor-Ge- 

neral: who being ſeveral times aſſembled toge- 
= | ther, and debating the Matter, came to the fol - 
lowing Reſolutions. | | 


To the Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty. * 


I N Humble Obedience to your Majeſty's Roy- 

1 al Command ſignified to your Judges by the 
Right Honourable the Lord Keeper ; We whoſe 
Names are ſubſcribed have conſider'd the Queſti- 
ons mentioned in the addreſs hereunto annex- 
ed, and are humbly of Opinion, That ſince the 
Statute of 23d of Henry VIII. againſt Citing out 

of the Dioceſe, and thoſe Statutes of che 24 


and 25th Years of the fame Reign touching Ap- 


peals, and as the Law now ſtands , the Convo-. 


cation hath not any Juriſdiction originally to cite 
before them any Perſon for Hereſy, or any 0- 
ther Spicitual Offence, which according to the 
Laws of the Realm may be cited, cenſured, 


and puniſhed in the reſpective Eccleſiaſtical 


Courts or Juriſdictions of the Archbiſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, and other Ordinaries ; who, we conceive, 
have the proper Judicature in thoſe Caſes ; and 
from whom and whoſe Courts the Parties accu- 
{ed may have their Appeals; the laſt Reſort 
wherein is lodg'd in the Crown. In which Sta- 
cute for Citing out of the Dioceſe , and in the 


others, as far as relates to Appeals for ſuch Of- 


fences, no Notice 15 taken of the Convocation, 
either as to Juriſdiction or Appeals. Nor doth 
it any way appear to us in whom the pretended 
iudiciary Power of, a Convocation either before 
or ſince the ſaid Statutes, (if any ſuch they ever 
had,) reſided; whether in the whole Body of 
the Convocation, or in Part. But it is plain by 
the firſt Statute, That the Archbiſhop's Juriſdi- 
ction, even in Caſe of Hereſy , is bounded fo 
that he cannot proceed againſt ſuch Offenders 
within any other Dioceſe than his own, without 
the Conſent, or in the Default of the Dioceſan 
Biſhops. All which Statutes being made for the 
Eaſe and Benefit of the Subjects, they cannot, 
as we humbly conceive, be deprived of the Bey 
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nefit of them by any pretence of Juriſdiction in 


the Convocation; from which we cannot find 


or be inform'd of any Inſtance of Appeal: Nor 
have any Judicial Precedents or Authorities for 
Convening or Cenſuring of ſuch Offenders, in 
any Convocation ſince thoſe Statutes, or the Re- 
formation (which is now near 180 Years), ap- 
pear'd unto us. And 5 ſuch Power ſhow: 5 
i allo 
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allow'd to the Convocation, we conceive it 
would invade the ordinary Juriſdiction of the 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops ; which we conceive 
are preſerved by the Act of Parliament made in 
the 17th Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty 
King Charles the Firſt, Chap. 11. and by another 
made in the 13th Year of King Charles the Se- 
cond, Chap. 12. and by the Act made the 29th 
Car. zdi. Chap. 9. which took away the Writ 
De Heretico Comburendo ; in none of which any 
mention is made of the Convocation. And by 
the Bill of Rights, 1. Wilh. & Mar. it is enacted, 
That the Commiſſion for Erecting the late 
Court of Commiſſion for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, 
and all other Commiſſions and Courts of like 
nfiture are illegal and pernicious. But we con- 
..ceive that Heretical Tenets and Opinions may 
be examin'd and condemn'd in Convocation, 
authoriz d by Royal Licenſe, without convening 
the Authors or Maintainers of them. All which 
we moſt humbly ſubmit to Your Royal Majeſty's 
Great Wiſdom. | ry 


May 5th. 1711. Ed, Ward, Fo, Blencawe, 
| Rob. Dormer, S. Lovell. 


The other Paper here follows. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty. . 
1 N Obedience to Your Majeſty's Command; 
ſignified to Us by the Right Honourable the 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, in relation to 
the Humble Addreſs of the Archbiſhop and Bi- 
ſhops of the Province of Canterbury in Convoca- 
tion aſſembled, hereunco annexed ; We whoſe 
Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, have taken into 
288 the Doubts and Queſtions therein 
Itated. 5 | | i INS 
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Fer Þ 
And after Conference with the reſt of the 
Judges, We are humbly of Opinion, that of 
Common Right there lies an Appeal from all 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts in England to Your Majeſty, 
in virtue of your Supremacy 'in Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, whether the ſame be given by expreſs 
Words of any Act of Parliament, or not: And 
that no Act of Parliament has taken the ſame 
away. And conſequently, that a Proſecution in 
Convocation, not excluding an Appeal to your 
Majeſty, is not inconſiſtent with the Statute of 
r. Elix. Chap. r. but reſcrves the Supremacy en- 
tire 
As to the Queſtion propos'd in the ſaid Ad- 
| dreſs, How far the Convocation, as the Law 
now ſtands, may procecd in Examining, Cen- 
ſuring, and Condemning ſuch Tenets as are de- 
clared to be Hereſy by the Laws of this Realm, 
together with the Authors and Maintainers of 
them, we underſtand it to import only theſe 
two Things: Whether a Juriſdiction to Exa- 
mine, Cenſure and Condemn ſuch Tenets, and 
the Authors and Maintainers thereof, could ever* 
be exerciſed in Convocation ; and if it could, 
Whether it be taken away by any Act of Parlia- 
ment. on 
And We humbly lay before Your Majeſty, 
That all our Law-Books that ſpeak of this Sub- 
je, mentioning a Juriſdiction in Matters of He- 
reſy, and Condemnation of Hereticks, as pro- 
per to be exercis'd in Convocation, both before 
2 and ſince the Acts of Parliament mentioned in 
the Addreſs; and none of them, that we find, 
making any doubt thereof; and we obſerving 
nothing in thoſe or any other Acts of Parliament 
that we think has taken it away; We are hum- 
bly of Opinion that ſuch Juriſdiction, as the 


Law now ſtands, may be exercis'd in Convoca- 
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1 But this being a Matter which, upon Applica- | 


tion for a Prohibition, on behalf of the Perſons 

who ſhall be proſecuted, may come in Judgment 

before ſuch of us as have the Honour to ſerve 

Your Majeſty in Places of Judicature; We de- 

{ ſire to be underſtood to give our preſent 
Thoughts, with a Reſerve of an entire Freedom 

of Altering our Opinions, in caſe any Records 

or Proceedings, which we are now Strangers to, 


ſhall be laid before us, or any new Conſiderati- 


ons which have not occurred to us, be ſuggeſted 
by the Parties, or their Council, to convince us 
of our miſtake. 7 


T. Parker. I. Powys. Ro. Price. E. Northey. 
J. Trevor, J. Bury, R. Eyre. Ro. Raymond, 
F. Powell, R. Tracy. 5 


VO pon the Receipt of theſe Opinions from the 
Judges, Her Majeſty was pleas'd to ſend the fol- 


lowing Letter, together with thoſe Opinions, to 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Preſident of the 
Convocation, to be by Him communicated to 
Both Houſes. | 


1 ANNE R. 
Moft Reverend Father in God, Our Right Truſty and 


well, 


Pon Conſideration of the Humble Addreſs 
deliver'd to Us from You, and from the 

reſt of the Biſhops of your Province in Convo- 
cation Aſſembled, We have conſulted Our 


Judges, Our Attorney and Sollicitor-General, 


| how far the Convocation, as the Law now 
ſtands, may proceed in Examining, CEmrnng 


; Right entirely beloved Counſellor, We Greet jou 


8 


and Condemning ſuch Tent Wwe 9 Pg 


be Hereſy by he Laws of this Our Realm; o- 
gether with the Authors and Maintainers | of: 
then} And We have Ordered the Opinions gi-. 


ven by Our Judges, Our Attorney and Solliciror- 8 $ = 


General to be tranſmitted to Lou. 

We are pleaſed to find that, according to che 
Opinion of Eight of Our Twelve Judges, and 
of Our Attorney and Sollicitor-General, as the 


Law now ſtands, a Juriſdiction in Matter of He- 


reſy, and Condemnation of Hereticks, is pro- 
per to be exercisd in Convocation; and We 


cannot doubt but the Convocation may now 


be ſatisfied they may employ the Power which 
belongs to them, in reprefling the Impions At- 
rempts, lately made to ſubvert the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Faith; which was one of the chief Ends, 
we propoſed to our ſelves in aſſembling them, 
a5 appears from the whole of our Letter, of 
December 12th, and from the firſt Head of 


Buſineſs, which in our two Subſequent Let- 


ters of Fanuary 29th, and February 14th , we re- 
-ommended to their Conſideration. We cruſt 
that theſe our Royal Intentions, ſo often ſignifi- | 
od, will not be without effect; and ſo Requiring 
you forthwith to communicate this Our Letter, 
together with the Opinions of Our Judges, and 
Attorney and Sollicitor-General here with tranſ- 


mitted to You, to both Houſes of Convocation; 


We bid you heartily Farewell. Given at Our 


Court at St. Fames's the Eighth Day of May i ' 


111 the Tenth Year of Our Reign. 


| CE | 
By Her Majeſty s, Command. 
DARTMOUTH, 2 
3 
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Accordingly, This Letter was communica- 
ted to both Houſes, on Friday May 11. together 
with the Opinions of the Judges. The ſame 
Day a Committee of both Houſes was named to 
compare my Doctrines with thoſe of the Church 
of England: The Biſhops of Norwich, and St. 
Dawid's, being named in the Upper; and the 
Prolocutor, Dean Kennet, Dr, Smalridge, Dr. Ed- 
wards, and Dr. Gibſon in the Lower. Some time 
after, the Report of the Committee was brought 
in, which contained Propoſitions extracted from 
ſome of my late Books, compar'd with the uſu- 
al Texts of Scripture, with the Doctrine of the 
two firſt General Councils, and with that of the 
Church of England. EE 

As ſoon as I heard of this Procedure, and 
before the Report was brought in, being very 
deſirous to be heard before any Cenſure, I 


wrote, and ſent the following Letter to the 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury, as Prefident of the 
Convocation, in hopes (44 would pleaſe to com- 
municate it to the ſame ; Which was in theſ 


Words. 
London, May 11. 1711. 


May it pleaſe yerr Grace, 

Bing informed that the Convocation has In- 

tentions of Cenſuring ſome of the Aſſertions 
in my late Book as Heretical, I preſume to Ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to your Grace on this Occaſion, as 
Preſident of the Convocation ; Humbly to beg 
the Favour, that before any ſuch Cenſure I be 
heard by the Convocation, both for the Expli- 
cation of my Opinions more particularly, and 
for my own Defence therein, when they are 
fully underſtood. This, I think, I may inſiſt 


upon in point of Juſtice ; and conſequently 
7 cannot 
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humbly hope for your Grace's Pardon for che wo 
Trouble of this Addreſs ; and with all due Subs 


and Obedient Servant 
Will. Whiſton. 


Now the Reader is to note, that I have never 
been able to procure a Copy of that Report of _ 
the Committee before-mentioned, as it was furſt 5. ĩ8 · 
brought in, with its Texts of Scripture, and-- | 
Citations from the two firſt general Councils, 
and from the publick Acts of the Church of En- 
gland. For thoſe Texts and Citations were all 
dropt afterward in the Lower Houſe, and that 
Omiſſion comply d with by the Upper; this 
made the laſt Reſult appear in a very different: 
Form from the firſt Draught. After ſome time 
had paſt ſince the before- mention d Letter was 
delivered, I heard nothing about its being 
ſent to the Convocation ; nay I ſoon heard that 
it was moſt certainly not ſent; and that it was 
well known the Convocation did not intend to 
hear me at all. I reſolved to try once more to 
be heard, by writing a more free and bold Let- 


ter to each Houſe of Convocation, to claim that wy 1 11 


common Right of Mankind. This laſt Letter 
was directed thus, for the Upper Houſe, To the. |! 

Archbiſhop's | Subſtitute: And, with a very fem 
neceſſary Alterations of Stile, for the Lower, Te | 
be Prolocutor; and was in theſe Words. 
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London, Mey 28. 1711. + 
ö 22 it pleaſe Your Lordſhip. | 1 


9 „ * 


1 that there are ſome Propo- 
ſitions extracted out of my Books, in or- 
der to their being cenſur'd by the Convocation 
as Heretical, J cannot but make this Addreſs to 
vour Lordſhip, as the Subſtitute of the Preſi- 


dent in his Abſence ; and thereby to the 9 
2 


Houle of Convocation, to beg the Favour of a 
true Copy of thoſe Propoſitions, and ſome ſmall 


time to make my Explication and Apology in 


relation to them. This is the known confeſſed 
Privilege of all Men, to be heard before their 
Doctrines are cenſured or condemn'd ; eſpecial- 


If where the Crime is ſo heinous as that of He- 


rely. I do not remember where either Papiſts 
or . Proteſtants, Turks or Fews, Heathens or Chri- 
ſtians have wholly refus'd this common Right of 
Mankind. And fo I cannot, without the ſe- 


vereſt Reflection upon the Honour and Juſtice 
of the Convocation, ſuppoſe it will, or can be 


refus'd me in this Caſe. Nor ſhall I be able to 
avoid the moſt open and affecting Complaints 
and Appeals co the Chriſtian World, if this moſt 


equitable Requeſt be denied me. Tam, 


My LOR D, | 
Your Lordſbip's moſt 


A Obedient Servant, 
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This Letter J ſent by Mr. Emlin, as a faithful 
Friend, and as a Perſon not generally known 

by Face to the Members of Convocation ; tho” 

one that had undergone a ſevere Fine and Im- 
priſonment in Ireland, for much the ſame Cauſe 

that this Perſecution has been rais'd againſt me 

in England, and on that Account very dear to 

me. Mr. Emlin could not get the Vergers to 
carry in that Copy which was for the Upper 
Houſe ; and ſo I was forced to ſend it afterward © 
another way. But meeting with the Prolocu- \ 
tor in Weftminſter-Abby, walking with Dr. Gaftrel, © * 
he delivered the other Copy to him, 3 Te, 


to be unknown, and to appear as a bare Meſ- \ ,, 4148 


ſenger : But was forc'd by the Importunity of *® 
the Prolocutor, and the Knowledge or Gueſs f 

o 0 : - © 7 4 ' . 1 
Dr. Gaſtrel to diſcover himſelf to them. This , 


cauſed a current Report, that I aſſociated my 3 


5 8 * 
of” 


4 274 


ſelf with a SocinianDiſſenter av bo ſtill kept a Sociniah e 7 = 


Meeting. | | 3 | 1} 

Which Character of Mr. Emlin, I take to be +: » _ 43 
directly falſe: As I have elſewhere intima- g 3 Wh =: 
ted: And I do here venture to recommend pj! e 9 149: 


N 


his judicious Book Intituled, An Humble Enquiry Pct * „ EE 


he ſuffered that hard Proſecution in Ireland 
fore-mentioned, to the Chriſtian Reader; ane 
am bold to ſay, that if I could but ſee that ſmall 
Treatiſe ſatisfactorily anſwered, it would do 
more to convince me of my being miſtaken,than _ 
all that has been yer ſaid or done relating there- 
to. That Book was indeed replyd to by Mr.» + 
Boyſe: But upon Mr. Emlin's Vindication of the 
Principal Point in it, the Diſpute was prudently 
droptiby the other, and no fartherRejoinder made + Hu 
to it. And, by the way, that the Honeſt Rea- —_ 
ler may ſee who Mr. Emlin is, and for what he ,, .., \u* Wi 
was cendemn'd in trefand, I will preſent him with N +14 þ 
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into the Scripture Account of Feſus Cbriſt, for which M a 10 
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an entire and authentick Copy of the Words 
charg'd upon him in his Indictment, as they 
were extracted out of his before-mention'd Trea- 
pag. 4. tiſe: I fee no Reaſon, ſays, he, there will be 

to oppoſe thoſe Unitariavs who think Jeſus 
. © Chriſt to be a ſufficient Saviour and a Prince, 

though he be not the only Supreme God. Nor 
can any with Reaſon attempt to prove him to 
be ſach from his Works and Office as King of 
* his Church ; fince 'tis imply'd, that as ſuch he 
* muſt do Homage to God the Father, in de- 
* livering up his Kingdom to him. And this 
* every Expreſſion, (to God the Father, ) makes 
eit plain that there is no God the Son in the 
u «ſame Senſe, or in the ſame Supreme Eſſence 
77 © with che Father. ---- So then Jeſus Chriſt in 


z ©*his higheſt Capacity is Inferior to the Father. 
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So that I may ſafely ſay thus much, 


5 1 os 
ir Few That the Bleſſed Jeſus has declar'd himſelf not 


{£4 

| 

an 

1 

6 

1 
3 


i | a his Doctrine of Mr. Emlin is far enough from 
| -bo K.. Socinianiſm, and is indeed little different from 
at which Biſhep Bull, and with him our pre- 
ſent Convogation it ſelf begin freely to aſſert. 
guat Yet was this but Eight Years ago eſteem'd fo 
H- horrid in Ireland, that for aſſerting it poor Mr. 
5 A » Goth Emlin, after Two liidictments drawn up which 
„ ein Hat would not bear, was the third time found 
4 f & Guilty of no leſs a Crime than Blaſphemy ; and 
Ko L,this by a Jury of Tradeſmen ; but at the Dire- 
Ak ph miction of a Lord Chief Juſtice, and by the Ter- 
jt >by. ror infus'd from the Preſence and Zeal of Two 
* ng, Archbiſhops upon the Bench, and of ſeveral 
r. Biſhops in the Court; whereof they were re- 
D be, Cour. 7 WRT 1185 
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] | 77 . , *How can he be the fame God to which he is 
„ M- ſubject, or of the ſame Rank and Dignity ? | 


i **0 be the Supreme God, or equal to the Father, 
$4 4 fm. - as plainly as Words could ſpeak , or in brief 
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r 1 
minded by the Lord Chief Juſtice, Nor wass 1 
the Sentence aud Puniſhment ſmall ; but pro- mn 

portion'd to ſo heinous a Crime, ſo far as the 
Law would warrant; F mean a Fine of 1000 J. 

with Impriſonment till it was paid. Part of the 
Fine, indeed, was afterward remitted ; but not 

till after more than Two Years Impriſonment. 
Which Puniſhment, together with the publick 
Odium and Infamy, and the loſs of an 100 J. a 

Year Income beſides, he has born with Chriſti- 

an Patience hitherto. Yet after all this, while 

his laſt Book remains unanſwer'd , and not one 
proper Part of the. Socinian Doctrine can be 
charg'd upon him.; while he has long left off 
keeping any Diſſenting Meeting; nay , has ge- 
nerally communicated with our Church, ſo far 

as in Conſcience he can; he is to be a- new Re- 
proach'd and Stigmatiz d, becauſe at my Deſire 

he carried a Letter - for me to the Prolocutor of 

the Lower Houſe of Convocation, and intend- 

ed not to have appear'd any otherwiſe than as 
an unknown and namelefs Meſſenger upon that 


Occaſion. | 


Were not all this plain Fact, one 
would think it impoſſible for Men of any Cha- 

racter or Figure to behave themfelves fo partial. 
ly, unjuſtly, and unchriſtianly, as ſuch a Pro: 
cedure implies. And I hope the Body of this 
Nation are too free, and too-averſe from Perſe- 

cution for Conſcience ſake, to encourage any 

Man or Number of Men whatſoever in Matters 
fo utterly unjuſtifyable and unreaſonable. Bur . 
tor , N l (7 8-4. _— 
When the Propoſitions came from the Upper _—_— 
Houſe ro the Lower; neither of which vouch- a 
ſafed to hear me, nor ſo, much as ſent me a Co- ES | 
py of what they were going to Cenſure, it : 
proy' d. to be thus: That Propoſition from the 
Upper Houſe, which condemn'd a5' Hereſy my 
i 5 . Affirm- 
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Affirming, that the One God of the Chrifiens Was 


nat the Three Perſons taken together, but God the Fa- 


ther only, was generally yielded to be Heretical : 


Though more than one of the Lower Houſe 


own'd it was not ſo: And one of them entred 


his Proteſtation accordingly, that he did not 


condemn it as ſuch. That Propoſition, or Part 
of a Propoſition alſo which, as it came from the 
Upper Houſe, noted my afhrming the Son to be 


liberation in the Lower, was own'd. not to be 


ſo ; but to be the true Chriſtian Doctrine; and 


accordingly it was amended or omitted by the 


Lower Houſe ; and at lait the Upper Houſe 
agreed to ſuch an Amendment or Omiſſion. And 


other ſuch Alterations or Omiſſions I have heard 
were made there alſo; though I have had fo 


very imperfect Hints about them, that I can 


give no very good Account of them. Howe- 
ver, the ſeveral Aſſertions of mine which were 
condemn'd as Heretical,were Twelve ; beſides a 


j2- «Thirteenth about the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 
7* as if what I affirmed of them were, tho not He- 


retical, yet Impious, and fuch as tended to di- 
ſturb the Canon of Scripture. But ſo privately 
has this Matter been carried, and theſe Cenſures 
are ſo far from being made publick, as one would 
think their very Nature and Deſign requir'd 
them to be, that I my ſelf have only heard them 
read over, but have not been able to procure a 


Copy of them. I hope the Members begin to 


be ſenſible of their Error in this way of Pro- 
ceeding, and are therefore willing to conceal 


the Effects thereof from the World: Which if 


it be ſo, I own there is good Reaſon for Con- 
cealment : otherwiſe I and all the Church have 


na Right to be informed of theſe Matters, and 
” ought to have a Copy of this Cenſure authen- 


tickly 


—— ͤWdv 2 — 


tickly communicated to us. But to ſay no more 
upon that Head, I ſhall venture to leave theſe 
pretended Heretical Propoſitions of mine to be 
confuted by the Learned, when my Four Vo- 
jumes are publiſhed ; as well as they have been 
chus before-hand cenſur'd, without Examination, 
by the Convocation. IT only Remark here theſe 
Two Things, (I.) That the Convocation has 
not, I perceive, thought fit to cenſure my 20th 
Propofition, where my Doctrine was moſt au- 
thentickly explain'd, concerning the Divinity 
and Invocation.of the Holy Ghoſt, but only an 
occaſional Paſſage in one of my Letters to the 
{ame purpoſe : So that the Senſe of the Convo- 
cation ſeems to be this, That alchough it be un- 
deniable that the Scriptures,or the moſt primitive 
Writers never ventur'd to call the Holy Ghoſt 
God, or Lord, nor to Invocate him, yet is it 
Hereſy now to inſinuate that he is not to be fo 
| called, nor to be ſo invocated by Chriſtians. 


— —— 


Which ſort of Determination I cannot but re- 
| commend to the honeſt reformed Chriſtian's ſe- 
rions Conſideration. I do remark (2.) That 
over and above the other Miſtakes or Miſinter- 
pretations of my Meaning , the Convocation 
have, at the Concluſion of its Cenſure, aſſerted 
an eminent Matter of Fact which is untrue; 
nay, when the very Foundation of the Cenſure 
is built on that Fact ſo untruly repreſented, as I 
have elſewhere noted already. For I am there- S con 


— — 


fore cenſured for affirming the Conſtitutions to Reply to 

be a Canonical Book, becauſe they ſay no General Dr. Allis, 
Council ever own'd them as ſuch. Whereas the p. 24. 
{act is, that every-General Council, till very 
late Ages, thoſe I mean which ſpeak of the Ca- 
nonical Books at all, do conſtantly own them of 
for undoubtedly Canonical; as will at large ap. Ff 
| pear in my Efſay on thoſe Conſtirutions, This groſs 
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Miſtake makes it very evident, that thoſe who 
drew up this Cenſure, were not , ſufficient! 
careful to underſtand the Hiſtory of theſe 
Conſtitutions, nor indeed of thoſe General 
Councils themſelves, on whoſe Authority they 
rely d in rejecting them. 1 


I ſhall now add that Speech, that Explicati- 
on, Defence and Appeal, which I intended to 
have made viva voce before both Houſes of 
Convocation, had I been permitted ſo to do. 
For tho' I could not obtain the Favour of be- 
ing heard by the Convocation , yet do I hope 
I may obtain that of being read, both by them 
and others, upon ſo great an Occaſion. It was 
intended to have been in theſe Words. 


Dr Air, XT Hat aLearned Writer has lately noted from 
Remarks, | Ferom, that A Man ought not to hear the Imputa«: 
„ tion of Hereſy with [ndifference; is certainly not only 


very true, but very pertinent to my Caſe at pre- 

ſent. For I find my felf under; the Accuſation 

of Hereſy ; and that not only fromꝭa ſingle 
Perſon, but from the principal Part of the Re- 
preſentative Body of the Church whereof I 

am 2 Member. And the Accuſation, I own, 

ought to go very near my Heart indeed, in caſe 

it be well grounded: For I know that St. Paul 

Gal V. 20. reckons Hereſies among thoſe works of the fleſb 
Which exclude Men from the Kingdom of God. 


2 Pet. II. And St. Peter foretels, that tome ſhall bring in 


I, damnable Herejies ; and affitms, that ſuch Here- 
fies as he ſpeaks of, would bring on their Au- 
thors ſwift deſtruction. St. Paul alſo requires 


Tit "um. Titus, As. Biſhop of Crete ** to admoniſh and reject 


a man that is an Heretick, as One that is a per verti- 
, ſelf-condemned Sinner. So that I, who fully 
5 believe 
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believe theſe Sacred Texts, and expect to be 
judg'd according to them, ought certainly to be 
very careful that I be not guilty of that great 
„ Crime of Hereſy , whereof I am ac- 
eus . e 3 

But then, on the other ſide, ſeeing the Crime 
is ſo heinous, and the Puniſhment ſo great, 
particular Care ought to be taken, that none 
be accus'd of it, without a through Examina- 


tion, and full Proof; That the Word Hereſy, 


be now taken in the ſame Accptation that St. 
Peter and St. Paul us'd it in; and that nothing 
be eſteem'd ſuch, but upon Sacred and Divine 
Authority: Nothing, but what is plainly con- 
trary to the clear Teſtimony of Inſpired Wri- 
tings: Otherwiſe it may moſt eaſily happen, 
that the Miſtakes of Men ſhall paſs for the Truths 
of God, and the Holy Doctrines of our Reli- 
gion be eſteem'd direct Hereſies. That this is 
no impoſſible Suppoſition, I believe you will all 
grant; as knowing that every one of you your 
ſelves, who ſeem willing to lay this Imputation 


upon me, are eſteem'd Hereticks by the Church- 


of Rome; And that theſe Reformed Kingdoms 
paſs with a great Part of the Chriſtian World, 
only as the Principal Branch of the Northern 
Hereſy. And IT believe few of you can be in- 


ſenſible how very frequently theſe Terms, He- 


reſy and Hereticks, have in all the latter Ages 
been made Matter of unjuſt Reproach , and 
been faſten'd by one Party upon another, with- 
out any ſerious Regard to Truth , and the Scri- 
pture-meaning of thoſe Words. Nay, if we 


look into the Books of the New Teftament ' 


themſelves, we ſhall find the whole Chriſtian 
Church call'd the Sect or Hereſy of the Nazarens ; 
and that the ſame Chriſtian Se&# or Hereſy was 
once every where ſpoken againſt. And the ſame 5 
be; ICE VCC 5 PP 
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Paul, who paſſes ſo hard a Cenſure on real He- 
reſies, was yet oblig d to acknowledge himſelf 
under the like Tmputation ; inſomuch that he 
was forc'd boldly to ſuſtain the Charge, and 
bravely to own it: And I deſire his Words may 
be taken, as at once my Profeffion and Apology 
XXIV. alſo. This I confeſs unto thee, that aftef the way 
14 , which they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my 
1 fathers, believing all things that are written in the 
Law and the Prophets, So that, As I readily own, 
that in caſe I be once clearly prov'd to be, in 
he Scripture Senſe, an Heretick, you may, nay 
Jr are bound to admoniſh and reje& me from 
the Church of Chrift ; So do J earneſtly beg 
of you, that you make a through Enquiry into 
my Opinions , and a full Examination of the 
Grounds whereon they are built, before you 
venture upon declaring them Heretical. I am 
ſiure I have not gone into them at random; but 
9 with an honeſt and impartial Mind ſearched all 
| the Sacred and moſt Primitive Books of our Re- 
ligion, that I might, if poſſible, know what 
was true, uncorrupt, genuine Chriſtianity in 
theſe Matters. I went alſo with a great Dread 
of being deceived ,, and of falling into any Er- 
rors or Hereſies which might be pernicious to 
the Church, and to my own Soul alſo. Yet 
was I overpower'd with the Original Evidence, 
and oblig'd by my Conſcience, and the Convi- 
ctions of my own Mind, to change the Opini- 
ons I had been brought up in. Nay, I was at 
laſt oblig'd by that Integrity and perfect Honeſty 
which I love above all Things, tho' with an un- 
willing Mind, to ſubmit to the Imputation of 
| Arianiſm it ſelf , on account of my Perſwaſion ; 
after I could not deny that the Sacred Truths I 
had diſcover'd, had, for all theſe latter Ages, 
paſs'd under that odions Name in the Fe 
Es is 
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This Weng 1 16 fo 8 
to go 


any of 6 Body wi h 
the ſame Courſe of 2 h 55 — o free 
and unbyaſꝰd Temper; o 1 * A and an 81 


Defire of Primitive Tr th, 7 what Side Sar 
it is found; and will then ſſ peak and write his 
Mind as freely as 1 e 5 ; J. believe he 
will be in —— dar putation ans 
All chat I « arg, at you, Who! | 
are willing to * — „Will. but fp 4 
leaſt of that Time and Pains which Took ke | 


fore, I fix'd my. Opinions, in the ſerious E Exami- 
__ of chem ' before. you Laden againſt 


"I Civil Courts, che Judges always 5.1 
themſelves of the Law, before th ey ys "iy 
the Caſe. Accordingly, ſi 11 55 che Sacred Books Ja 
of qur Religion are, even by the Dire 
the Act of Parliament ZE ring rg th to this Ma 
the firſt and principal of your L i 
ag well as by the Nature of our ae 1 bork 
as Chriſtian and, as NN Tour proper 
Guides in Conſcience ; ;. I. have: Rea on to Nw] | 
port „that you ſearch and. 7 | the 

before you paſs any Cenſure upon me Cen. 
der what Anſwer you will make co our Lord at 
the:Great Day. of Judgment in caſe, you 
miſtaken; and condemn his. Holy and Divine 
Truths for, Blaſphemous and ;Damnable Hereſies 
And this merely, becauſe y you would not ſearch 
the. Scriprures; nor fairly examine the Dotrines, 
whether they were. his 2 or mot. Conſi 5 | 
der that-in we a Gal „ even tber 0 ſhout 
happen: not to be, miſtaken, but t inions 
condemned ſhould really prove, Falſe and Here 
tical at laſt ; yet tllat el on ng 
2 without df through AE g ire 
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mel caſe: Lives there 3 5s no Examinadcs . 
Doctrines Were truly "Here: 


os'd,' whether tl 


ſies or not; . 1428 mn'd ze in 
was not know but they mi t pro & to beichs 
Certain Truths of ' Chriſt cſus, nd indeed, 


what has heen already done, 1 mean the Ad 


dreſs, or Repreſentation of my Opinions to the 


ueens moſt Excellent Majeſty as 


and blaſpbemous Aſertions ; ; and of me, as one of 


of Uirect Blaſphemy, 


pernicious Deſi 
mental Articles of Chika: 


5 ui! 
and contrailj Fino Funds ft 2 


nity ; and this Before bf any Enquiry or Examil 


tion ; would afford me at and ver 

ſtOccaſion of Complaint, did flot the Sacredne 
of the Character of the College of Biſhops under 
aer that Addreſs appears, whom rh Chri- 
1 are to have in the higheſt Veneration; 


whoſe Go ch te „ When duly exercis'd; 
5M (by his Ap les, in their Conſtiturions) 


has cee to be ſo indiſp utable and divine, 
m7 perſwade me ra- 


1% in me; 

er to 14 my band upon ny mouth for the preſent, 
and fit down Bee under thoſe reproachful 
Characters. However, the good Providenice of 


God will, T hope,” afford me in due time ſome 


other more inoffenfive Means of Recovering 
my Reputation wich the Great Defender of our 
Faith, Foal: Eqduntain of Juſtic; before whoin 
T have been ſo hardly repreſe: ted; that IL may, 


poſſible, regain Her Majeſty good Opinion, . 


Without the feaſt Suſpicion of my ſpea bing evil 
of the Eccleſiaſtical nlers of Chiittian 2 
Only this, I hol ©, F may have Leave here to ay 
without That there can certainly be 


no ok ro FT He ano A 
12 uppoſe ine capable -concutring'w 'any 
bn ſubvert the Folndation of the Chrt- 
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pon te fulleſt Evidence Ido ral appt 

be the Sacred Truths T our! Bl 
goncerning the Supreme God, and 970 1 his- 
Only: begotten Son, and that Bleſſed Spirit who *. 
is derived from them both; before the late e. 
crees and Determinations. which. mak A Ak: 
thority has-impos'd upon the Church in th oy | 
Matters; And unleſs the writing zealouſly for, bo tn 
and by both my Labours, Doctrine and Life, 
hearrily 1 to promote the Chrĩſtian 
Religion, and to —— it over the, World, 0 0 
be interpreted Subwerting the Foundations of it. 
Bſpooially: ſuch Imputations are with leſs Reaton 1 
laid upon me at this time, when I am upon on ſuch 
a Great Deſign of Recovering 85 e Ori 820 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and Reſtoring = this 
Purity of its Worſhip and Diſcipline. among 
Men: And do verily hope and believe, that 
the entire additional Evidence for the certain 
Truth of the "Goſpel I bring 80 me; Tbar 
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which will ariſe from a right ing of \ 4 
it, and the Vaniſhing of thoſe eln ObjeRi- _- a = 
ons which have ariſen from our modern Mi- a 


ſtakes about it; and Thar which I have to pro- 
poſe anew from that Ineſtimable and moſt Sa, 
cred Book of our Religion, the Conſtirut ions 
the Apoſtles, will ſcarcely 15 inferior 9 Ops 
ſtrong and convincing Proefs we have a al- 
ready; and ſb will, I hope, render all the Et- 
forts of Arheiſm and Infidelity, of which there 
are ſuch great and ſich juſt Complaints amon * 
us, for the future perfectly inc] fectual, Hoc 1 
ever, my Comfort under fo great Reprogc 8 '\ „ 
and Accuſations is this, That 1 * heſt and firſt 5 2 
Confeſſors and Martyts for Our. Holy Religion, 7 
nay, the Bleſſed Author of it himſelf, and his . 


Apoſtles „cauld not, eſcape the like. odious ] Im- 
N St. Fuge being 2 4 foe” COL 0 
1 


. demn'd. for blaſphemons ud Fs, Moſer; 36 
againſt God, 4 25 the Few ly Place, and ed 
gainſt the Law. And 2 f hy Ctinies of Rleſphe- 
*, and of attempting to ſubvert rhe Eftabliſb d 
Religion, being alſo frequently laid upon our 
Lord Jeſus, and his Apoſtles after him; as you 

2555 know from the Books of 2 New * eſta · 
ent. 


incerel incended as a * Inſtarice of Reſpect 
and Deference to the Convocation, and to the 
Church of England. But then, as to the Do- 
ctrines themſelves which I have advanced, I am 
ſo well aſſur'd of their certain Truth, and of 


them, that I do here again publickly offer to 
this Convocation , as J have ſo often done it in 
other places, that if I be allow d a fair air Hearing; 
kl or Conference , or Examination, and the con- 
| 8 9 & trary plain Feftimonies in the earlieſt Antiqui- 
WE Amy bo br appear to, be o one Tenth Part ſo many in 
M Number, and ſo weighty as I have to produce 
, . for my Aſſertions, I will entirely ſuppreſs my 
Wer 3 Papers, and they ſhall give no farther Diſtur- 
I Im Kau- bance to the Chriſtian World. I have made 


& this Offer ſo often in vain elſewhere, that I 
>. cannot fully promiſe my ſelf better Succeſs 
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deed ] fully inſiſt upon, is only this; That 
till ſo fair and unexceptionable an Offer be ac- 
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- condemned as an Heretick, nor my Aſſertions 


byaſs'd Pare 0 Mankind entertain 2 too diſad- 
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the Strength of the Evidence that I have for 


here. All therefore that in caſe of Refuſal 1 
can farther deſire upon this Head, which in- 


cepted, and its Succeſs known, I may not be 


A ronounc'd to be Heretical; leſt the free and un- 


11 


8 4 ; * 9 1 W K 8 * * 2 - 7 bs 8 * 5 "RE V5 * 
: 77. pt 3 - * * P 
F +” Y K : - 
% * * 
o * 
LY 
> a. Th 
© A 
» — . 
; "a" | 


vantagious Opinion of the Proceedings of this 
Convocation ,” and. of that Clergy whom it re- 
preſents: As indeed, I muſt be allow'd to ſay 
it, not'a fe of them do already begin to do 
upon this Occaſion. Permit me farther to ſay, 
that the ſtiling thoſe Doctrines Hererical, which þ 
e by all the Learned own'd to be plainly con 
tain d in the Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles, and! 
che Larger Epiſtles of Ignatius, without the leaſt4 
Examination of my Proofs. for the Genuinenels-_ | 
of thoſe Books, is certainly a moſt ſtrange Pro- Q 8 
cedure, and ſuch as cannot, I think, be recon- J. yi 
cil'd with the known Rules of Juſtice, much 
leſz with Chriſtianicy. All other bare Human 
Authorities, and Expreſſions of the Ancient 
Fathers, may ſometimes be ſet aſide by preju- 
dic'd Men, without the Impeachment of their. 


ag for 
Chriſtianity ; becauſe they may poflibly oppoſe are M 
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1 
that che Sacred Books of our Religion do deli- 1 44 
ver Things contrary to thoſe Notions. But TEE 


be contain d not only in St. Paul's own Biſhop oF 
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bi Conſcience ,' that at leaſt :bis ond Part of my Fai 
vidence for what I aſſert, may be throughly: 
i! examin d, before any Cenſure be paſs'd upon 
Fu my Aſſertions. t i Ne 
And this I do the more boldly pled for, be- 
„„ 4 +2, eaſe, whatever Diſagreement there is in the 
Te Opinions of the Reverend the Judges, as to 
14 A the Juriſdiction of this Body in other Caſes here- 
T' relating, yet do they all unanimouſly agree 
in this, That the firſt Thing (without Diſpute) 
in the Power of the Convocation, is, the Eva- 
' mination of ſuch Opinions as are repreſented to 
them 2s Heretical : Nor do they in the leaſt 
ſuppoſe that they can cenſure or condeffirt 
ctthem, but upon ſuch an Eamination. And if 
[40 fair and unexceptionable a Propoſal be re- 
fus'd, I muſt appeal from you to God Almigh- 
ry, and to the whole Chriſtian World for my 
1 Juſtification. +» VV 
. But to come directly to the preſent Matter, 
r Naamely, to that Accuſation of Hereſy which is laid 
1 againſt me, on Account of ſome of my Do- 
ctrines appearing to contradict, I do not ſay the 
Scriptures, for I am well aſſured there is but 
mall Pretence for any ſuch Imagination, but 
the Determinations of the Council of Nice, whoſe 
Decrees are one Rule for judging of Hereſy by 
the Laws of this Kingdom. Now I do _— 
+ preſume that this Convocation cannot of it ſelf 
alone determine what is Hereſy, at leaſt in the 
preſent Caſe: Since that very Act which is the 
Principal Legal Guide in this Caſe, exprefly 
makes the Parliament a neceſſary Part of ſuch 
Authority: I fay, in ſuch Caſes as mine at leaſt 
this Conſent both of Parliament and Convoca- 
. _ tion is neceſſary to determine what is legal He- 
wf reſy ; becauſe, as will appear preſently, of the 
1 ſeveral Legal Rules which are mention d in that 
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Act, tlroſe Two which are concern'd in my. Mat- 
ters are exprefly contrary to one another in the 
principal Point of all. For as to the Creed and 
Council of Nee, which are ſuppos d in the Ad- 
drefs to Her Majeſty to contradict my Aſſer̃ti- 
ons, eſpecially in two Points really fundamentab 
to our Religion, I ſuppoſe the Conſabſtantiali. 
ty of our Saviour, and his being begotten ab aer 
11, and not made or created; I muſt: dechre 
chat I have not fo far deny d the 'Conſubſtantis 
ality of the Son, or ſo far affirmed that our a 
Saviour was made or created by the Father, in | 
that Senſe I mean wherein the Councit'of NM m I 
intended chiefly to eſtabliſh the one, and cons | _—_ 
demn the other, as is generally believ'd -' Which 1.437 
my MSS. Papers will more fully ſhew. And in- „ 
deed my MS. Account of the Primitive Faith 1.3861 
does ſo diſtinctl/ explain my real Sentiments in a" 1% 
theſe and other Matters, and is ſo perpetually ro- — $4 
ferid to by the ſmaller and more imperfect Paz + - 
pers already printed, that I cannot but vehed. 
nently complain of great Hardſhip and moſt 
ſevere Treatment whenever my Opinions are 
pretended to be authentickly cenſur d or co. 
demn'd without the peruſal of thoſe Papers „ ewe 
Eſpecially when you all cannot but know that 
not only the Convocation, ''or either Houſez ._- _ 


#. 


or any Committee of either Houſe, but every * 
ſingle Member in particular may moſt eaſily 
command the uſe of the ſame Papers at-rhe: 7 1 


_ toutes, Conſubſtantial, any that read: thoſe 1 . 1 A 4 
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our Saviour there; that tis no where us d by the 

ancienteſt Catholicks; and that wheh it ſirſt 

appear d publickly, at the earlier and more va- 

luable Council of Antioch,it was expreſly reje&- 

ed, will be very tender how they interpret 

my unwillingneſs to uſe that Word in a Creed,; 

or to own it for an Article of Faith, as à Sign 

of Heretical Pravity; and how they condemn 

me for an Heretick upon that Account. Eſpe- 

cially when tis only the direct Affirmation that 

the Son is of anotber Suh ſtance and another E(- 

ſence from the Father, which is anathematiz d 

by that Council, as really Heretical: Which I 

am ſure I have no where done in any of my 

Papers. However, I cannot but here note alſo, 

o ſtrange the Term Conſubſtantial, or of the 

WOT (ime Subſtance with the Supreme God, would have 

7 ſ [anc appear d to thoſe firſt Chriſtians, who fuppos'd,; 

Wl 2501 y that while all Subfances were derived from the 

„ th » quoFather, the very term Subſtance was quite be- 

| fufftal neath the Dignity of his Nature, and that · he 

datein was himſelf beyond all Subſtance whatſoever. But 

HE = Guy ,, ss to the uſe of the word create, with its Paral- 
1 22 

6. 


"#1 s, and their Derivatives, concerning the:O- 
5 gin of our Bleſſed Saviour, which is indeed 

0 "44 directly anathematiz d by this Council, as well 

» & tn as denied in its Creed, and yet is, I freely on, 

1120 My Fn made uſe of by me upon all occaſions I mnſt 
1 le firſt obſerve, that it appears by ſome of the moſt 
1 L muthentick Records of this Matter now extant, 
| „I mean Alexander's Circular Letter to the Biſhops, 
Wy WAH i and Euſebin's own Letter to hi; Dioceſe from 
WW APP. this Council; that the words Create and Make, 
1 il; & and the Derivative ones of Creature or Workman- 


abe ſhip of God, were therefore rejected by it, becauſe 
. Sock «6 at ſuppos'd that the Followers of Aria usd them 4 
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'whecher juſt on not, did plainly give a Handle 
\foerthe: Council's Rejection or Condemnation 
"of hoferExprefions' at that time. So that the 
Senſe wherein they were rejected is ſuch as little 
concerns thoſe that I call Arians; nor amon 
them does it much concern my ſelf; who e. 
preſsly Aſſert n my third Propoſition, that Chrift £ 
in an extraordinary and ſingular, manner daiv/d, 
from the Supreme God the Father; as is alſo more 
largely explain'd in one of my MS. Notes upon 
that Article. And that the Council originally 
did not mean to deny that Chriſt was created by 
God, ſeems plain, becauſe all the Church at 
that time, and Athanaſis among the reſt, ever 


confeſs d that the Scripture it ſelf did affirm that. 
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He 'was created by him, in thoſe known e 8. 


of Solomon, łunoi we TW dpxlu I a eig L ad 
Which I think no Chriſtian ever deny d to be 
rightly rendred, and to belong to our Saviour, 
till after the Council of Nice. And were I not 
apprehenſive that ſuch a long Train of Citations 
Tem the ſacred and moſt ancient Books of our 
Religion would feem too tedious in this place, 1 
could moſt eaſily ſnew all along, not only that 
the Generation of our Saviour Was own'd to be :. 
free and voluntary, which I take to mean the 
fame with his Creation; but that he was ſtill moſt ' 
expreſsly own dito be created or made by, and to 
be che Creature or Workmanſhip of the Father. 1 
have above Twenty of thoſe Citations now by 
me, all ancienter than the Council of Nice, ta-* 
ken out of tlie Proverbs of Solomon, Eccleſiaſticus, > 
St. Paul, St. Fobn, the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions,» 
St. Hermat, St. Ignatius, Fuſtin Martyr, Athenago- * 
ras, Tatian, Melito, the Recognitions, Clement of * 
Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen, Gregory, of Neocaſa- 
rea, Cyprian, Dionyſius of A ria, Iheognoſ. ut 
 Methodjus, and 1 So: that. I: cannot be · 
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condemn'd of Hereſy for affirming that our Lord 
was created, unleſs at the ſamg time every one of 
thoſe Sacred: and Primitive Writers partake of 
the ſame Condemnation with me, and be pro- 
nounc'd Hereticks alſo. In ſhort, Of the two Le- 
gal Rules for Hereſy, the Council of Nice, which 
our Church owns to be fallible, ſays our Saviour 
. asg not Created: And the Sacred Writers, even 
ſome of thoſe which our Church has in her very 
Canon, and owns to be infallible, ſupported b 
all Antiquity alſo, ſays our Saviour was Created. 
Which of theſe contradictory Authorities muſt 
the Church judge of Hereſy by ? the fallible 
Council of Nice, or the infallible Word of God? 
* If by the Former, I own I may be condemn'd as 
+. an Heretick by Law, for venturing to follow the 
: expreſs Words of Scripture, after they had been 
condemn'd by a General Council : But if by the 
Latter, I cannot poſſibly be condemn'd at all, but 
muſt be allow'd to be entirely innocent, and to 
have kept cloſe to Divine Revelation and Ex- 
preſſion in-this matter. But now if after all it 
be ſaid, that the Church does not except ſo much 
againſt the Words as the Thing, and only expects 
that, in compliance with this firſt General Coun- 
cil's Doctrine, I really own the proper Coeternity, 
the real Eternal Generation, or Eternal Creation of 
the Son of God, or elſe ſubmit to the Imputa- 
| tion and Puniſhment of Legal 2 1 An- 
ſwer, That J have never yet been ſo fortunate as 
t diſcover ſuch Expreſſions, or ſuch Doctrines, 
either before or at the Council of Nice. Nor do 
J find reaſon to believe that any Chriſtian ſo 
early aſſerted ſuch things, as Doctrines of his 
Religion; whatever Metaphyſick or Philoſo- 
phick Notions do then appear among ſome, 
ecially as to the ſecret Exiſtence of the Son 


ef) ch 
bo God in his Father, before his real Creation or 
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Generation. This I take to be :the; Truth of: the, - 


Caſe, becauſe the Original Writers. ſo inform _—_ 
me; and I always endeavour to judge in ſuch- 1 
Matters by Original Evidence ; and do not pre- = 
ſently believe that every Notion Arhanaſins vented; - Ws 
ſome Years afterward was therefore a part of | 

the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, or even a Doctrine + 1 
of the Council of Nice itſelf. And I venture to; _ 

promiſe, as I did before on another occaſion, _ _— 
that I will ſuppreſs my Papers ſtill, if even this —_ 
common Opinion tan be fully prov'd, that the, 41 
Council of Nice did ever believe the ſtrict Co- , 


eternity of the Son to the Father, or even his. 
Eternal Generation, or Creation in the modern Senfe. 
of thoſe Expreflions. Nay I do verily believe, 
that the Council of Nice never was of thoſe Opi- 

nions ; nor by conſequence can my declaring 
againſt them in the leaſt expoſe me to Cenſure 

as an Heretick on account of that Council's De- 
terminations. rover he ae 

Zut if I be miſtaken, and the Second of the 
Fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity referr'd to 
in the Addreſs to Her Majeſty, as part of the 
Nicene Creed, and deny'd by me, be that con- 
cerning the Divinity and Adoration of the Holy 
Ghoſt, I muſt. ſay three Things to it: Firſt, 
That what is now inſerted into this Creed, as 
to this matter, has no relation to the Council of 
Nice, or its proper Creed; but was added at the 
Council of Conſtantinople afterward ; as all the 
Learned know: And therefore this ſhould not 
be repreſented as belonging to the Creed or 
Council of Nice. Secondly, That whatſoever is 
even in that our ordinary Creed, which in groſs _ a 
we call the Nicene, concerning the Holy Ghoſt. ot 
has been all along uſed by me, even in the So- . \ nn 
lemn Offices of Religion, as all my Friends can 
teſtify : So that here -+ not the leaſt ſhadow of »N4 
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«my own Mind, that I have ſometimes gomplie 


* 


that by which we muſt all be judged at the great 


f ar Accuſation a againſt me on this account. 
Thirdly, Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, and his 
Name of God, and direct In vocation to him * . 
: 3 as cloſe to the Churches Rules and 


orms as the Nature of our Religion, and the 
indiſputable Teſtimonies of Scripture and Anti- 


* 


| quily could - poſſibly allow. And in my 2oth, 
opoſition hereto relating, and, as I remember, 


every-where elſe in my late Writings, I have not 


affirm'd any thing of my own Opinion, but con- 


tented my ſelf with ſetting down the bare, cer- 


tain, undeniable Matter of Fact in this Caſe, as 
to the firſt Ages of the Church: Which, I hope, 
is far from the Crime of Hereſy. And indeed, 


if T have been any way guilty under this Article, 
either as to my Writings or Practice, it has been 
in venturing, for the ſake of Peace and Uni- 
formity, to follow ſomewhat too far the Lan- 
guage and Practice of our Church, even wheres 
J was not certain of Original Sacred Authority 
to ſupport and to juſtify me therein. This my 
o vn Conſcience does witneſs to me in the pre- 


ſent Matter, as well as in ſome others. For 1 


muſt own that I have rather had Suſpicions i 


too far with the preſent Settlement, chan that I 
have left thie ſame too raſhly ; which was out of 


that great Regard I always have to Legal Autho- 


rity, and to the Peace and Unity of the Church; 
and that Dread which is upon me, leaſt I ſhould 
any way be the occaſion of the leaſt degree of 


any unjuſtifiable Schiſm or Diviſion among 


Chriſtians; while yer I am ſenſible: that the 
Laws of Chriſt by his Apoſtles, and not the 
Decrees and Ordinances of Men, are the proper 
Rule of our Chriſtian Faith and Practice; and 
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Sacred and inſp Od Books of Chriſtianity, wh 

in the Second by. thoſe mbit primitive res. . v4 
who lived.an 4 in the very next moſt . 1 
Ag es of the C urch: Since IT have, with à gas- 1 
et aud peaceable Temper, and Diſpoſition, licks” | 9 
full as Floſe to the E abliſhed Church, and its HY 
Doctrines, Liturgy, and Rules, as the foregoing ny 
more Authentitk Guides would, permit me: 15 
Since I have all along applied my ſelf to my 1 
Superiors, and to the earned for their Adv! 1 
Anne aud the Examination nd Cc eres | — 4 
ction of my Papers.7 Sincs L hape, had all poſ- 


x molt; Important ae d to ave 0.7 coye- '+ 1 
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Upon the whole, Since I have done ä 
in| this Marr bi Wich an Ter And firje&re/* 


ſor the lory of God, e S | 4 1 | 
the Oben and for the An nt of — _—_ 
Religion: Since T have fallen into no Fase 1 
Party, nor eſpouſed any pernici 6 —_ ._ ©" 


SINE I have governed my ſelf, as to 0M, 
4 Practice, to the beſt of my Knowle: pus 
Judge ment, in the firſt Place by the Ori 


ſible regard to nour an Fe ee 8 
the Clergy, and mot earn} Hy 12 
they mig t have, , Ppporcupir 
mination, and of orrecting 
aa what things are At 
ſince I 'tmye had, no world 
in this whole Matter; ; nay, 
incurr'd many Reproaches, 
vantages to my {elf and Faniily in 7 8 


by my Pre 75 and ſince I do verily | 2 


I have been gſo & £0 
lence and Bleſſing. Ace Cd 5 0 e 
d. the-rrus Original” Enters e th hd. 


red likewiſe, ſuch. Original Sacred Books © ig 

Chriſtianity, as ars ſufficient: to put a migh 
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0 9 | 
all our Diſorders, and all our Divifions, and all 
our Impieties alſo; I am ſure I have all the Rea- 

ſon in the World to expect, inſtead of any Ac- 
cuſation or Severity, both Encouragement and 
Thanks from this Convocation, and from the 
Church of Chriſt. And I do declare I deſire 
no Favour at your Hands, if I cannot fully 
demonſtrate, before equal and Impartial Judg- 
es, that the Opinions I oppoſe are moſt truly 
Heretical ; and that moſt of them in particular 
are no better than Branches of the dangerous 
and fatal Hereſies of Marcellus and Athanaſius in 
the Fourth Century. To conclude therefore, 
with a Proteſtation and an Appeal. 


9 


My Proteſtation and Appeal. 


82 you, who are Chriſtian Biſhops: and 

D Presbyters, have refuſed to examine the Pa- 
* pers I have offered to lay beforè you concern- 

FRY 7h has ing the Original Doctrines and Books of our 
Wit. a4 Chriſtian Religion; and feem reſolved to cen- 
ſure my Doctrines notwithftanding, without 
; ſuch Examination, I do ſolemnly Proteſt againſt 
It V by » frlyour Proceedings ; and do here, in the Pre- 
1 br / ni -ſence of the great God the Father, of his On- 
WE -V:& fo ly Begotten Son, of his Holy Spirit, and of the 
1 AU miniſtring Angels, who are preſent, and Wit- . 
„ J neſſes at this Solemn Aſſembly, Appeal from. 

100 40 : ny our Cenſure, to that awful Tribunal of Al- 
115 4. Hamighty God, at the great and dreadful Day of 
19 al, kow Judgment ; when the Secrets of all Hearts thall 
ru if be reveal'd, and all unjuſt Sentences revers'd. 

ma pn do alſo ſolemnly here Declare, that on a full 
WW -vaif'a#Enquiry, I do verily believe the Conſtitutions 
4 to be the moſt Sacred of the Ca- 


God, : the Apoſtle 
g E ks of the New Teftament ; and un 


4 
i 
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deniabl atteſted to by the Doctrine of the Apoſtlan - 
and 2 Epiſths of —— 


fore by refuſing to examine thoſe Books, you 


have ſo far rejected and renounced Chriſtianity - 
it ſelf; and muſt give a terrible Account at the 
Great Day, of ſuch your Rejection of the ſame.· 


I do moreover, with all due Reverence, Fear, 
and Regard to the Preſence of the Searcher of 
all Hearts, Appeal to his Divine Majeſty, that I 
have acted uprightly and honeſtly in this Mat- 
ter; and do ſolemnly Cite every one of you, 
who ſhall, without Examination, conſent to any 
Cenſure upon my Doctrines, to the Judgment 
Seat of Chrift; there to give an Account of 
ſuch your Proceedings. I do alſo humbly Im- 


plore of his Divine Majeſty ,, that if, in 


conſequence of this Cenſure, any of you ſhall 
venture, ſo far as in you lies, to cut me off from 


the Communion of Chriſt's viſible Church on 


Earth, for doing my Duty to my Lord and Sa- 
viour, in theſe moſt Sacred and important Mat- 
ters, he will be pleaſed ſtill to continue me a* 
Member of his inviſible Church, whoſe Names 
are written in Heaven: That he will direct, 
uide, and ſupport me in all my Doings: That 
e will enable me to bear this Violence and Per- 


ſecution with a meek and patient Mind, and 


entire Reſignation to his holy Will; and will 
ſtill make me an Inſtrument of ſpreading his 
true Religion, and of haſtening the coming 
of the Kingdom of my Bleſſed Lord and Savi- 
' Our, Amen. f | , FIT x 


Will. Whiſton: 


And here 1 intended to conclude my 5 4% 1 


count of theſe Matters. But becauſe there iy 
lately printed a Repreſentation of the State of Reli- 
| — ] . 5 5 | gion 


if Nn drawn up arſd laid befered'Commictetf 
=. '-bothi Houſes: of Convoeation; for- their Appro- 
=” ]-- ation; whetein ſeveral fevere' things are ſaid, 
1 Wnfeftt and afl the World muſt take to be 
1" - meant” of me, yet ſome of them are by no 
1 - years crue; I {hall make bold to ſay ſomewhat 
T4 «By way-of Vindication, without taking any far- 
11 leher Notice of that publick Body it ſeems to 
1 i belong to: Since in this caſe all amounts to lit- 
4 le more chan the Authority of the firſt Com- 
. poſer, not fully enquired into, or openly con- 
Al trudicted by the majority of the reſt. Now in 
1 this Caſe, what I vehemently and moſt juſtly 
"1 "Complain of in the Compiler of this Repreſen- 
Lf tation, as TI did formerly in Dr. Sacheverel, is, 
4. that Land my Deſigns for the Advancement of 
+48 - Chriſtianity, are immediately, and without 
If diſtinction, ranked with the known Enemies of 
. revealed Religion, and with, their pernicious 
1130 Contrivances for its Deſtruction. Sure“ neter 
1 Were things ſo diſagreeable and contradidor 
1 to one another confounded together, as theſe 
„ Authors have done in this Caſe. And I dare 
Jt appeal to all thoſe that have known me, and 
Wo been alſo acquainted with thoſe Pious, Chari- 
vl *table, and Religious Deſigns, which have of 
Ws late been carried on for the promoting Chriſti- 
1128 an Knowledge and Practice, even according to 
1 the regular Settlement of the Church of Eng- 
"Yi land; and which in the Fourth Paragraph of 
11 this Repreſentation, and towards its Concluſion 
"Fi alſo are enumerated as the great Antidotes to 
1 the Wickedneſs, Hereſie and Prophaneneſs 
1 complained of therein; whether I have not, to 
1 the utmoſt of my Power, promoted every one 
1 of them, and am ſtill ready to do the ſame, up- 
10 on all Occaſions. r re 
1 ry hard and unjuſt, that in this eaſe 1 
1 84 85 jo 
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joined with Deiſts, Blaſphemers and Arxkeiſts; 
and my great 1 for the Reſto- 
ration of the Primitive Faith, Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline, muſt be reckoned among the fatal At- 
2 for the ſetting up, not only Hereſie, but 
Infidel 


Name of Atheiſts, or Enemies to the Gods, before. 
they could prevail with themſelves or the World 
to bear with their Cruelties towards them. And 
juſt ſo do the 'Modern Writers of Controverſy 
frequently do with the Arians in general, and 
their Do&rcines ; firſt join them with the 
 Socinians, if not with the Deifts and Atheiſts, 
and then make the. World believe that they all 
are, in a manner, \equally bad, and almoſt with 
equal eaſe to be confuted. Yet I cannot but 
ſay, that how little Honeſty and Sincerity ſoe- 
ver this Methodihas in it, yet has it a great deal 
of Policy and Cunning ; there being, I am 
well affured, no other way to run down that 
Chriſtianity which has ſo long been called Aria- 
niſm, but by ſo far blinding the Eyes of Men 
that it may paſs in common under the Notion: of 
Socinianiſm, or as a Branch of thoſe wicked De- 
ſigns for Irreligion, - Infidelity , and Prophane- 
neſs, which it is the Duty of all pious Men, by 
all Proper and Chriſtian Methods, to put a AP, 
to. Tho, by the * ſome good Men are oft 
Opinion that even this Repreſentation it ſelf, 
which propoſes little but ſome legal Reſtraints, 


and the Exerciſe of ſome temporal Power and | 


Penalties, without any through Amendment of 
thoſe great Scandals which are the principal Oc- 
caſions of and Temptations to Infidelity among 
us, 1 while Hearing and Examination 
are refus d, even in the moſt Neceſſary and Im- 


niſh 


partane Cue, will racher en did: 


ity &Prophaneneſs among us. But juſt ſodid 
the firſtPerſecutors of theChriſtians give them the 


l 


niſh that Diſtemper it ſo mightily complains of. 
But to Wave this, and to come to Particulars. 
The Compiler of this Repreſentation ſecurely 
takes the common Doctrine of a Trinity of Per- 
_ ſons in the Unity of the Godbead, for a Fundamen- 
tal Article of the Catholick Faith; when it is 


ſo obvious in Antiquity that tis no more than 


the Doctrine of Athanaſius s not yet publickly 
examin'd and caſt out of the Church: And when 
he cannot bur ſee that all the truly Learned and 


Judicious in theſe Matters, nay even the Con- 


vocation it ſelf, begin to deſert what has ſo long 
been call'd Orthodoxy , and do gradually come 
into ſome main Parts of what has been ſtil'd 
Arianiſm, which yet he in general here calls the 
Poiſon of the Arian Hereſy, nay wicked and peſtilent 
Errors and Blaſphemies. However, by the uſe of 
ſuch terrible and affrighting Epithets and De- 
ſcriptions he does not deſert the original ſubtle 
Methods made uſe of by Atbanaſius and his firſt 
Followers; who when they found themſelves at 
a Loſs how to anſwer ſome of the ſtrong Argu- 
ments of the Arians, immediately cry d out, 
with great Vehemence , Blaſpbemy; and fo af- 
frighted honeſt but ſuperſtitious People into their 


Sentiments ; as is very evident in the Writings 


of the Foutth Ape. After this, our Compiler 


heavily complains , not only that the Unitarians 
fet up the publick Worſhip of God according to 


_ their own Way, as if he would have had them nog- 
le& all publick Worſhip to God at all; which yer 
Is dſewhete by him juſtly eſteem'd a great In- 
ſtance of Prophaneneſs and Irreligion ; but alſo 


aſſerts that the ſame Unirarians bad weekly Sermons 


prexch'd in Defente of them, This every body will 
certainly underftand of Mr. Emlin, and that 


N leeting he formerly held in London, after his Re- 


J xaſe out of Priſon in Ireland ; Who yet utterly L540 
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ed); and never once direct 


ed it from him. Wich what Face then can 


to ſuch Important Matters? Or, To W 4 XY 
could I more properly dedicace'chatÞrefece, than _— 


nor 1 have been more juſtly r reproach! d 92955 1 12 Al 
had 1 blfh'd all to the La by r * | 


of the Clers) 
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nies” the Fact; And aſſures me that he ever 


icke in ther Meeting, "while i continu I 


treated of either 
the Arian or Sotinian Controverſies; therein e- 
ven while he knew ſame of his rs expect 


this Author affirm. fuch a thing, and endga- 

your to draw in à whole Con vocation to af. 4; 
firm the e, when! it is ſo entirely falls. and T4 
groundleſs | 254 _.... 
Akter this, we - "ys a h, co 778 
10 forth my great Boldneſs tp Par — 2 4 1% 
9 7 the Hiſtoricui Preface , and Smog i 
10 the Gonvoęation : For, I ſuppoſe no body 
can imagine it belongs to any body elſe. 444 
Now, I deſire to Hnow, how this Comp iler - M4 (Tun 0 1 
comes to call that honeſt, open Appeal, I — * 1 
to the Learned, and to che Convogation , to,, , N 
enter upon a ſeribus Examination. of my pa- 4 it Fi 
pers, and to enquire-into choſe Sacred Truths r e 
and Books of Chriſtianicy, which I had ro laß; ll al 
before them, by the Name of great Bolameſs ; 55 Iv N * { 

118 of dle in ſupporting wicked 10 f. Mi 

3 


? Is the Convocation abope Logkin 


* 


25 ops Eccleſiaſtical Body, Who alone could 7. 43:4) 4-4 41 ＋ 


y amend 4 thing that thould i q 
[ad ey er ? Or, Are chey e — N. 
Able in their preſent Notions, and 5 0 2 1 | 57 
Doubts or Diſputes about them? Nay, fhoud. WY oy: 


| fore any Of- 4 , 7 

fer had been made to this Repreſentative Box = e 
gy", when they were met in C , \ WI 
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blacken , the moſt inoffenſive Things ſhall be 
miſconſtrued and perverted. Nor is it poſſible, 
indeed, for me to do any thing, in order to 
my Deſigns , but ſome or other will pretend 
they have Reaſon to take Offence ; While at, 
the ſame time not only 1 "YE but many others Y 
'mong the honeſt and ſincere , have the juſteſt 
Cauſe of Offence given us, by ſuch an open 
and barefac'd Rejection of Enquiry and Exa- 
mination , and this in Points of the greateſ 
Conſequence to every good Chriſtian's Faith 
and Practice; nay, by ſuch a Body of Men, 
'as are of all others under the ſtronge(t Obli- 
gations to ſuch a fair and impartial Enquiry 
and Examination. But then, what he adds ar 
1 the Concluſion of this Paragraph, which all the 
It. . 4 World muſt apply to me alſo, That he has 
** 7 '© ſome Reaſon to believe the forementiond 
1 * Author is ſupported in his Undertaking , and 
. An encourag'd to proſecute it, by the liberal 
4 Contributions, and inſidious Applauſes of 
| „ thoſe, who are the determin'd Enemies of 
all Religion and Goodneſs ; is utterly falſe, 
ny 4 and highly unchriſtian. As to the Applauſes of 
My any of the Enemies of all Religion and Good- 
. 17 nels, if he thinks that I can be mov'd thereby 
bel: to attempt the leaſt Harm to either Religion 
i ey, & or Goodneſs, I am ſure he does not know me. 
6 x Aut a5 for his Intimation, That I am ſupport- 


; 
5 
0 
0 


, 


E 
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ed in my Undertaking by ſuch Men's liberal 
3 Contributions, it — falſe and ground- 
d *. Teſs : So falſe and groundleſs, that when upon 
Maru my Expulſion from the Univerſity , and a par- 
fy m ticular Strait I was then in, I did not refuſe 
„& the kind Aſſiſtance of ſeveral of my Chriſtian | 

R 1 Friends; and underſtood that ſome of another 
4 fo, Sort bad Humanity enough to be willing; if 
— not deſirousto Join ther an; I utterly refus d it: 
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Not barely becauſe I would give no Handle to 
any ſuch Scandal upon my Deſigns; but he 
cauſe I well knew the Apoſtolical nſtiturions, 


forbad me to accept of any ſuch Oblations. And, 3 


that the World, as well as this Author, may ee. 


that the Vehemence of my Temper is not only 


ſhew'd in Oppoſing Orthodoxy, I ſhall ſet down, 
what I well remember was my direct Anſwer; 
when I was firſt told of that ſcandalous Report 
concerning me; wiz. That I would ſooner ſtar de 
in a Goal, than be ſupported in that manner, 


Theſe , indeed, are Things of rather 69 Ber 
vate 2 Nature to be publickly told. But ſuck 


unjuſt Reflections extort them from me; and 
ſo muſt excuſe what they render almoſt una- 
voidable. Tho' I muſt own., I heartily com- 
miſerate the Circumſtances of many among 


us; who ſeeming to have a great Stock of Na- 


tural Probity and Humanity, have yet had the 
Misfortune to take their Notions. of Chriſtia- 
nity from theſe lateſt Antichriſtian Ages of it; 
and who therefore are not 4 little ſu picious as 
to its genuine Truth and Authority: Tho“ tis 
certain, no Man of Senſe and Reaſon ought to 
judge after that manner, but always to go to 


the Fountain-Head for Satisfaction. And 1 


dene and ſincerely wiſh that T might, in 
ſome meaſure, be the means of perſwading 
any of theſe Unhappy Perſons to do fo ; thar 


they might ſee the undeniable Evidence Primi- a 


tire Chriſtianity is built upon; and that ni 


Corruptions, of Abuſes, or Tyranny, or Perſe- _ 
cutions, which the Church, in her Antichriſfian 


State, as was foretold , may h: gyil 
of, can at all affect the Pure and Undefil'd Re- 
ligion of Chriſt Jeſus , as it was ſertled firſt of 
all by him and his Apoſtles. 


may have been 
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"Bir to return. When this Paragraph is over, I 


ſeem to be forgotten for a great while, unleſs ir 
be now and then obliquely ; till among the laſt 
Weory is reflected upon; for the Deſcription 

cannot but include, if it does not alone refer 


* 


Infidelily of the Age | New 


to that Book. This is certainly very ſtrange ; 
when the main and direct Deſign of that At- 
tempt was to prevent Infidelity ; and that in 
ſome Points of the greateſt Conſequence, To 
ſhew that Macheraaticks, Reaſon and Philo- 
ſophy do all atteſt to Revelation; and that 
the Grand Periods and Changes mention'd in 
Scripture , are rationally to be ſfolv'd in Ar 
greement with the Sacred Accounts ; and thar 
ſuch Solutions and Accounts do moſt admirably 
accord with, and neceſſarily ſuppoſe an Almigh- 
ty God, and an All: wiſe Providence in the Go- 
vernment of the World. But I ſuppoſe , this 
Compilers Thoughts have lain far enough out 
2 the way of ſuch Noble Contemplations, and 
to he never thinks of Examining, much wa of 


Confuting, but only of Cenſuring and Con- 


if 
4 


demning ſuch Diſcoveries as are contain d in 
that Book; which I yet take to ſtand on too 
rm à Foundation to be hurt by any Dar 

s as thel 


* i 


grounded and injudicious Refletion 


are. In ſhort , what I Inſiſt on is this; That 
all my Aſſertions, there or elſewhere, may firft 
15 confuted by Arguments and Teſtimonies, be- 
fore they are thus endeavour'd to be expos d and 

render d odious to the prejudic'd and unthink- 
ing Part of Mankind. I ſay, to the prejudic'd 
and unchinking Parc of Mankind only, For 


I muſt take Jeave to aſſure this u that. 
am not at all afraid of his Repreſentations, 1 


to the truly Impartial, the Learned, and the 


Judicious in theſe Matters; who will ſoon per- 


ceive, 
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| ceive, if they do it not already, that all ſuch 
plauſible Complaints againſt me, are at the 
bottom no better than the weak and injudi 
Reflections of one who is a greak cmnge..4 a 
me, mw Books, and Conduct; and that is no 
ways able to anſwer thoſe Arguments I have for 
my Aſſertions. „51 
Fuly 25. 1711. WILL. WHISTON. 
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Note, That it being impoſſible for me to know 
4 ſeveral Things contain'd in this Account at the 
| firſt. Hand, or from any puhlick Acts; (thoſe 
of both Houſes of Convocation having been 
kept from me;) I cannot equally anſwer for e- 
very Circumſtance, as I otherwiſe might have 
done. Yet have I taken great Cate not to bee 
miſinform'd ; and am ſure that I have not wil- 
fully made any Miſtakes or Miſrepreſentations: 4 
And, upon the whole, do believe it to hh, 
tho' a very imperfect, yet a true and fair o- 
count, ſo far as I had tolerable Materials, ane L 
thought my ſelf not oblig'd to Secreſy on one 1 
account or other, of the Proceedings againſt e 
me this Convoca tio. =. 
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A Repry to the Conſiderations 
e Ar. Whiſtows Hiſrical 
- Preface, and the Premonition 
to the Reader. 


W754 


E: 


Ince the Learned Author of the Hiſtory of 
Montaniſm, nay, Dr. Hickey himſelf, have 
thought ſit to reviſe , and both (in ſome ſort) 
to recommend theſe Conſideratious to the World; 
J am oblig'd to do that now, which other- 

wiſe I ſhould hardly have done; I mean, to 

return ſome publick Anſwer to them. For I 

muſt on, that the Book it ſelf by no means 
| appears to me ſo ſtrong or judicious, as to 
deſerve that Perſons of ſuch Learning, Judg- 

1 | ment and Character as thoſe abovenamed, 

ſhould ſo far countenance it, as to recommend 

it to the World. However, if the Work it ſelf 

do not merit ſuch a publick Conſideration, yet 

"Fown the Preface, or Premonition to the Rea- 

1 der does; and on its account I am willing to 
. ſay ſomewhat to the Book alſo. 1 


That 


Premoni- 
tion. : 
Ibid. p.63. 
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That Premonition, in the main, ſeems writ 


ten with a cool, honeſt, Chriſtian Spirit; and 


accordingly I expect that it will have 2 good 


Influence on many, and diſpoſe them to lay 
aſide their fiery Zeal againſt me and my De- 
ſigns, and to come into the Chriſtian Methods 
of Enquiry and Examination'; nay, where Oc-/ 
caſion ſhall be, of Correction and Reformation 
alſo; which are the very Things J ſo earneſtly 


labour for, and have been hitherto ſo conſtant- 


ly deny'd. For my real main Deſign, as All 


may eaſily ſee , is no other than this; That. 
chole Chriſtian Churches which have fo long 
been content with that Rule of Faith, or 
Canon of the New Teſtament, and with thoſe 
Doarines concerning the Trinity and Incarna- 
tion, which they receiv'd, without Examina- 
tion, from the Antichriſtian Church of Rome, 
would think fit to examine both thoſe Grand 
Points in earneſt; and when upon 5785 Exami- 
nation it ſhall appear, as I am fatisfy'd'ir ſoon 


will, that they have been as much impos'd up- 


on by that Church in, theſe Matters, as/ever 
they were in her other more known 'Corrupti + 
ons, that they will then lay aſide her, and othet 
modern Authority, and, endeavour 'to'reſettle 
dence for the time to come. Le 
I have indeed my ſelf made great Enquiry 


17 


all upon the Original Foot of Primitive Evi: 


into both thoſe Articles, and am going to 


communicate my Thoughts. and Dilcoyeries | 


about them to the Chriſtian World, with'the 
utmoſt Freedom and Sincerity. But this is on- 
ly in order to the Grand Deſign foremention'd : 
I being ever entirely diſpos'd to re-examine all 
over again, and to correct all Miſtakes; and 
ſupply all Defects which ſhall be in any of 


9 


f. 4 5. 


poſſible, I may not be the Means of Propaga- 


in the Church of Chriſt. | 


ting one Error, or of Gorrupting one Truth 


But to leave this General Reaſoning, and to 
come to the Book before us; and firſt to itz 
moſt valuable Branch, the Premonition to the 


Reader. 


The Author of which ſays, * That my Fall 
manifeſtly appears to have been occaſion'd by 
a common Apocalyptical Notion , taken up 
without due Examination ,. in Oppoſitzon to 
the Papacy ; Thar the Author of the Conſide- 
rations gave him an Account of this Diſco- 


1 has been confirm d from other Hands 
alſo. JJ 8 
Now, I muſt aſſure the Reader and this Au- 


0 0A OQ&..&.% A 


thor, that all this is utterly groundleſs; and that 


my Apocalyptical Notions were ſo far at firſt 


from occaſioning the Diſcovery, that the Anci- 


ent Faith was the Arian, that for ſome time 
they put ſeveral Difficulties in my way; till 
after my Diſcovery thereof, my Learned Friend 
and I both ſoon obſerv'd their entire Agreement 
cherewith ; ſo far, I mean, as is here refer d 
to by this Author. For J muſt ſtill own, that 


the Two Witneſſes in the Apocalypſe, the 


Waldenſes and Albigenſes, not plainly appearing 


to have preſerv'd the Arian Faith uncorrupted, 


is rather a Prejudice againſt, than an Argument 
for my Notions to this very Day; tho” it is by 


no means to be ſet againſt any real Original E- 


vidence in that Matter. But as to that Inter- 
— in general of the Apocalypſe, which 


fuppoſes Ten Kingdoms in the Roman Empire, 


and 
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my Papers, when by this more folemn Exami- 
nation they ſhall appear to be ſuch ; that ,, if 


very ſoon after the Publication; and, Tt 


l 


* % 1 1. 


And the Church of Rome to be at 


intended; I take it to be very d and evi- 


dent. Which makes me ſtand amaz d gt this 
cool and calm Writer's ſtrange Paſſage hereto 


relating 4 which I can hardly believe to be 
priginally his own. I ſhall do little more chan 


ſet it dowh, and leave it to others, particularly 
to my Lord Biſhop of . Worcefter's Caſtiga- | 


tion. 
this Author, which tends totally to Unchur 


am ſure is none of mine: ] and thence by 


entirely juſtifies that Reformation; ] hath, 1 
am bold to ſay , made more Arians, , del, 
Enthuſiaſt ; Deifts, and even Atheiſts 

$29 one Ne, whatſoever „ that his . 


bag. nt =: bp gr ed 
ut before I proce * . nn Reade 


fnuſt 2 me leave to ſet down 8 large — 1 
honeſt Conceſſions theſe Writers are obligd to 
make me in the preſent Matters; ſuch indeed. 


1 
c 
c 
: 
c 
c 
. 
, 
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as are of the greateſt Importance, and, in their 4 {= 


"I N * . 


the Church of Rome, this Conſequence 1 Nor 


© This New Theory of Antichriftianiſm , ſoya Peng noni 


ſea) 


conſequence ſaps the very Foundations of ou . 
Reformation; [He ſhould have ſaid , above 


all things ſhews the abſolute Neceflicv of, and 3 1 


* * 4 1 9 


Wer Conſequences, will gain me almoſt all. Vas 1's 1 
1 he 


3 for. Theſe n are as fol- 


'Y F MF 41 5 
() The Authior of the Premonition is eve- | 


ry where willing to- ſuppoſe that I am honeſt, 


and ſincere in my Deſigns ; and that my Con- 


duct, tho warm and vehement, may ſtill be 


upright and Chriſtian at the bottom; That | Be 


however , the Conduct of God's 8 


kot: be principally r egarded ble this Occa- 
1 hat tis bighly Teton that rh 
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and , That ſuch Things as are amiſs in the 
Church, are to be obſervd, in order to their 
Reformation. NT a IO e 5 


Premonit, . (2.) Both himſelf, and the Author of the 
p- 17, 12, Conſiderations, does not deny but the greateſt 
Cbalid. Part of the Anti-Nicene Writers ſeem to be of 
p. 58, 56. My Side; and that perhaps a far greater Mul- 
„ ttitude of Paſſages may be found in the Pri- 
Trey mitive Chriſtian Writers which ſpeak in the 


14. 
2 Ao ſuppoſe it may be true, that, by the Evidence 
%%% which appears, the Arian Account is moſt a- 


2515 grecable to that of the greateſt Part of the 


th > * 
RN 5 wn ord, will be too hard for all the uncertain 


7 IIReaſonings of the Moder h > CR: 
Siho At 4 for from ef- ber 


pi. 12, 13. be prov'd that the Names of God are Equivo- 

iſ AP 4. cal, and that they are not given to Chriſt in 

Ha, ham apply d to God the Father, [as I ſhall preſent- 

| apply'd to God the Father, | as I ſhall preſent 

7 n ee imply they really are not; 

1 ; wy 

erids one great Foundation of the common Doctrine 
is gone, and the grand Reaſoning of this Book 
will generally be of no Force againſt me. 


4 


premonit. C4.) They appear both freely to aſſent to 
p. 18, Biſhop Bulls Theſis , concerning the Subordi- 
Conſid. p. nation of the Son to the Father. And the Au- 
thor of the Conſiderations © knows not whence I 
© conclude the Church not to hold the Father 
© to be greater than the Son, | See the Athanaſian 

OS 1 Creed, 


F, 52,53. 
| 
| 
| 
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condemn'd, without a previous Examination; 


nd if Terms of the Arians , than of the Athanaſians 
© or Catholicks : Thar is, in other Words, They 


hriſtian Church, in all the Firſt and Pureſt 
Ages of the Goſpel : Which is one of the 
Grand Points IT contend for; and which, when 


: Premonit. (3.) They both ſeem to own, that If it can 


the ſame Senſe with that which they bear when 
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Creed, the 39 Articles, and the Proper Pre- a 
fice for Trinity-Sunday J or to deny à Subor- 1 
dination ot Perſons; nor the Father to be | 1 
greater than the Son in this reſpect, That he Thar may 
is a Self-Original and Independent Subſi- & an waa WH 

tence, and the Fountain of Being to the. Gl, nf 

af F © 169 


G A 
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Son; who will be always ſo much leſs than 

the Father, as Dependency is than Indepen- 
dency, and that which is derived is leſs than thy 
that which is ſelf-originated. — Thar, he is 4 
the Origin of the Son, and the Fountain of J f 
Power derived to him. And I obſerve this, {4% 

| the more particularly, becauſe. it directly an- Phil 2. 
ſwers the Purport of the Argument juff now &. 

| referdto, and the Main of the Book it ſelf; -  .5 
and ſhews, that the Names of God muſt be 
equivocally us d in Scripture, and cannot be, 
e to the Father and Son. Be- T 
| Caule 
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„ in their own Hypothefis , 75 1 


vaſtly different from one another, and ſo an- WS 3 1 
| nor poſſibly (with truth) have the very, ſame x * . on 
Divine Names, in the very ſame Exalted Ac- 4 { A 


Vicegerent can with truth have the Royal Titles * | 8 
of his Prince, from whom he derives all his Au. I 
thority and Dignity apply'd to him, in the ve: 
| ry ſame exalred Signification of them. Th, J 
Prince and the Vicegerent indeed are equal, or 
| rather alike, in that they are both of the ſame ? 
| Nature, are both Men, and ſo Conſubftantials + iy 992 

1 

y 

{ 


ceptation, apply'd to them. No more than 4 os 3 
ih 


to each otlier. And this is one main Equality; 
or Likeneſs, which the Church and theſe Au-. 
thors ſo earneſtly contend for, as to the xa. 8 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Now I, whoam |. © 1 
not ſure but they may be Conſuhſtantjial, in 8b 

that or in ſome other Senſe}; ſhall readily alv ?!! 23 

| Jow-this Sort of Equality, or Likeneſs, When 


ic is once pred d. Yet do I look upon all that 
„ 78, 21 


„ 
o 
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E 

has hitherto been ſaid about it, as without any 
ſure Foundation in the Chriſtian Religion. 

Nor has the Author of the Con/iderations, or any 
one elſe hitherto given us ſo much Evidence for 
it, as to make it worth any Man'swhile, in earn- 
eſt, to ſet about its Confutation. 1 


* 
_ 
* 


#. 18 (F.) The Author of the Premonition appears 
* heartily to wiſh, and, if it were in his Pow- 
er, likewiſe to endeavour , that the Liturgies 
6 Jof the Church were reduc'd to as great a Sim- 

25 + © plicity and Plainneſs as might be. 111 
| This is joining with Dr. Bradford, in a moſt 


+, 4£:,, Honeft and Chriſtian Declaration of his, as to 
2 eee of the Grand Reformations I labour for, 
en and heartily deſire were effected. And when 


ca Ml once our Liturgies and Publick Offices ſhall 
ny quell leave off Prayers to the Holy Ghoſt, and to 

Confer nk the entire Trinity ;- and ſhall pray to the Son 
Gall. more rarely, and after the ancient manner, as 
, as eto a Mediator, or rather as to the Father's Ap- 


oo 


'. » 4 23 « 
inted Vicegerent ;to him that is our Lord, and 


12 70 + Fg 
4 410" , and King, ſince he aſcended as our Me- 
V5 diator into Heaven; and ſhall renew the Origi- 


| 7. 75 e nal Doxology as it was at firſt, we, ſhall the more 
js aly io caſily agree in our Speculative. Opinions. Nor 


Ka prekngyill che frightful Name of 4ries after fhie long 
2 0 while all Good Men will lay rea- 


AN Af diſturb us; 10 
#4, dily agree to lay all ſuch Names aſide, and to 
ue nd other but that of Chriſtian for all fuc- 


4 2 7 
* ceeding Generations. 


* 


(6.) He alſo appears willing that Human 
Reaſonings be avoided, and that the plain Ori- 
ginal Teſtimonies be the Foundation of our 

Faith in theſe Matters. For this I take to be 
Tremonit. imply'd in his ſaying , that Ay 17th Plain a | 
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tion, including that very Notion, ſhall not be 
"conteſted 2ith me. Cn. | 


- 
— 
* 
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(7.) They both freely own, that our Saviour Ibid. p.18, 
was not only Begotten but Created by God; and 16. 
this, exactly as I aſſert, a little before the Crea- Append. 
tion of the World: And that what Eternity ; 
ſoever ſome Ancient. Chriſtians aſcrib'd to him, 
it was before his Generation, or Creation; or was, 
in ſhort, what I call a Metaphyſick Eternity. This 
is owning another Great Truth which I con- 
tend for. And till it be ſnew'd that that ſort of *. 
Metaphyſick Eternity was pretended to be more 3 
than a Philoſophick Notion ; and that it imply d 
2 real Exiſtence, as of a diſti nct Active Being or 
Perſon, this Conceflion will imply, that the 
common Notions of Eternal Generation , and of 
the Proper Coeternity of the Son to the Father, 

re groundleſs, and no Part of the Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity, | ” 1 


* 


. C81) This Author cannot deny that there are Pr % _ 4 | 
ſhrewd Suſpicions produc'd by me, as to the p. 21,8. ll 
own, that his Authority may well be ſet aſide * 1 
in theſe Controverſies; and is plainly of Opi- 4 7 e 1 1 
*S Fo. TI36 


nion, that the Original Writings can alone be 


of great Authority in theſe Points; or ſuch MM" Welton 
Books as were written by Fews and Chriſtians 4" . 
before ever he appear'd in the World. Nay, 1 % 


That no one ought to be at all led by any par- EI 
* ticular Men; but to take their Chriſtian: alt 
© and Practice from thoſe moſt Sacred and. fi 
© mitive Writers, which liv'd long btfore H 

* Riſe of the Controverſſes in the Fourth Cen- 


9 


5 Jab . s # . 937% 's "7 
*-tury. Which are Acer ona of very great 
[ ence in theſe Matt | * p * 
Fonlequence in rhele N. i: . 
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9.) This Author grants, and obſerves in his 
Hiſtory of Moutaniſim, which I think he might 
well have repeated in this Book, upon ſo fair 
an Occaſion ; That while the Montaniſt Here- 
ſy, in ſome or other of its Branches, ſpread 
it ſelf into almoſt all the other. Sets and Parties 


among the Arians ; which is an illuſtrious Teſti- 
mony to them: and does not well agree with 
this Author's calling them here aPhiloſophick 
Sect; unleſs he means Arius and his peculiar 
Followers only by that Appellation; for whom 


but only for that Primitive Chriſtianity, which 
has ſo long paſs d by the Name of Arianiſm, and 
for the genuine Profeſſors of it. 
But now, to leave theſe fair, juſt, and ęqui- 
table Conceſſions of this Author, and of his 
Friend, which, how very far they reach, is left 
to the Conſideration of the Sagacious Reader; 
I muſt now come to the Oppoſitions to, and 
Reflections on me, and on ſome of my Opi- 
nions: Coneerning which I make the follaw- 
Ing General Obſervations. 9 % 
(...) That theſe Conſiderations and Lettes 
40d all ſuppoſe, rather than prove the Points in 
T, ; % Diſpute. For certainly, no Man of ordinar: 


13. + . Underſtanding will believe that the uncertain 
of Deductions, and remote Compariſon of "Texts, 
„und ſmall Criticiſms made uſe of in eſs ö 
fiderations and Letters, would ever have in- 
Aimform'd any one of the modern Doctrine of the 
{Tp Trinity, who had it not before. No certainly; 


5. peT 2, they.argng other than Attempts to prove Wh 
3 . e ever Believed from his Education, 
ee + artt-hg re. If I could find, that any one 
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of Chriſtians, yet could it ever get any Footing 


I am no way concern'd in this Controverſy ; 
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gacious, diligent, and unbiaſs'd Perſon had laid 
aſide all the modern Notions in theſe Matters,» 
and read over the Scripture, and all the Origi- . 
nal Remains of Chriſtianity, as I did, on pur-. 
poſe to ſee what the Old Doctrines of the Go-. 
ſpe] were in theſe Points; and after ſuch a Pro- 
cedure, declard as honeſtly that they found 
it not leſs plainly agreeable to Arhanaſianiſm, . 
than I can declare I found it to be to Arianiſm, 
this would fhock me indeed; and would make 
a Review of the Whole highly neceſſary. But 
when this Author, taking his Notions in the 
main for granted , only produces a few Obſer- 
_ vations, by which he hopes to eſcape the Force 
of my plainer and more dire& Teſtimonies to. 
the contrary; and to divert the Reader from 
hearkning to them; there is leſs Neceſſity ta 
beſtow any great Conſideration upon them. 
Thus, when this Author builds on an un- Conſd. 1 
grounded Tradition, or ſuperſtitious Fancy of p., Sf. 
the Tews, that Fehovah , the Nomen Tetragram- * | fl i +... 
mis is in ſuch a tranſcendent degree the 2 me 1 79 
moſt Sacred and Incommunicable Name of ther "uo CATER 
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And. the Reader. is to 174 5g the ſame Obſer-_ 
vation, as to other of the Names of God 


alſo. it: . hd 
Theſe ſorts of Reaſonings are not of great 
force, in Caſes where we know the Dodrines 
for which they ſerve are otherwiſe certainly 
true: But to think of determining ſuch difficult 
Queſtions as theſe by them, ſhews how far. 
Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion can carry Men, 
when once they are byalſs'd for common NG. 
—_ „ 5 


T obſerve, (2.) That theſe Conſiderations, 
with others of the modern Books, feem to me 
to build upon ſuch a Compariſon of Texts, in 
the Old and New Teſtament as the late Com- 
mentators have not fully underſtood, and which 
the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions alone, and thoſe 

Scriptures and Fathers that continued down the 

ſame Explications, can enable them to under- 
ſſtand; I mean thoſe Places where the Son of 

io 4» God e the Supreme God, and ſpeaks 
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4. bo maſs direct y in his Name to Mankind. Which 
ibis Caſe is ſo peculiar , without the Poſſibili- 
9 ſow, ty of a Parallel, and not to be known with- 
| del out Revelation, that I look on the modern De- 


| ductions of this Nature, of which the Contro- 
if Jo Full, to be very weak, and upon almoſt no 
it Foundation at all. And this indeed renders it 
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equal to, an conſubſtantial with him alſo. 
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2 ' a, moſt ſurprizing thing - how ſo many Ages 
of the Church ſhould go into it, and be im- 
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give me leave to note a very ſtrange Paſſage. 
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And, (z.) L obſerve, That the common Po 
crrinc of the Trinity, or, that Father, Son, and | 
Holy Ghoſt, are Al Three Equal, and Conſub-* 
ſtantial, and One God, is almoſt without the 
leaſt Shadow of Proof in the Sacred and Pri- 
mitive Books of our, Religion Some * 

{ 


* 


weak Pretences may, be made for a B] 
or, That the Father and Son are in ſome 
Equal, Conſubſtantial , and One God; but for a 
Zernary, or Trinity, the Joining rhe Hol pi--Z/ „ 
rit to the other Two, and Paying him Invo- 7 
cation thereupon, it has little but che Forms of b MA 
Baptiſm and of BlelBiog, as injudiciouſly inter- e 
preted by the Moderns, and that of Doxology, LI 
as corrupted by em to ſupport it. So that tis 75 


90 
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pos d on by it; and is a Demonſtration that cd low f 
that Efficacy of Error which Paul the Apoſtle , Thg 
foretels of the Antichriſtian Times, has in this II. zx. | 
Point had its full Effect among us. So that 1 
cannot but expect that the Learned immediate. ſo 
ay yield up this plain and clear Point, and g 
leave off all Invocation to the Hol Ghoſt, and 


to the whole Trinity, by way o He ration. ul 
to the Examination of os 1 5 s 8 the eden : 
will not relinquiſh Do&rines and Practices ſo * |. 
evidently unjuſtifiable as theſe are, all Diſpu- din 
tation about the other muſt be to no manner of- 
purpoſe ; and the Church muſt reſolve to ways wr , 
the way of Argument and Evidence, gad n 

all Things, with the Church of Rome, entirely 
acquieſce in her own Unerring Infalibility. _.. „ 
But now, before I p agua to. other. Matters, 


d in this Premonition to the Reader ; w 1 1 
eo excuſe che Omiſſion of moſt of the Paſlaggs, "+48 
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on the Arian Side in the Primitive Fathers, 

they being own'd likely to be too numerous 

for thoſe which the Athanaſians can produce; 
Premonit, we have theſe Words : © There is nothing more 
p. 11. © eaſy than for a Man of Parts and Learning 
© to le any Cauſe in th 
to puzzle any Caule in the World, when | 


4 r. r eee een * 
has 2 & 74:4 9 b - - 
A 

9 6 N 


LE 


© once it comes to be try'd by Number of Au- 

© thorities,ahd the Evidence is extended too far. | 

3 15. And afrerwards ; * As for the Authorities and 
© Teſtimonies of the Ancients, tho' he thinks | 

an Arian can have no great Reaſon to boaſt 
of them, when fairly interpreted and ſtated , he 
will not ſo much inſiſt upon them; leſt this þ 
' ſhould be an Occaſion of intricating and [ 


. 


protracting the Queſtion. _ 
This is juſt like the Caution of a Man, who 
being co try a Cauſe in Weſtminſter- Hall, depend- 


A A K _ OA 


ing on a Matter of Fact, that was G& or 70 | 
Years paſt, ſhould inſiſt, That to hear all the Old A 
Men and Women that could witneſs to the 


Caſe in hand was not ſo proper, and would 
take up much Time, and probably puzzle the i 
Qaaulſe at laſt; and ſo ſhould move, that few of | 
them might be heard; but that the Council | | 
night be directed ro find out more 1 en 


. Topicks to inſiſt on, that they might ſoon 
i come to a Determination. Nor is this any other 
than the very Caſe in hand; ſince what Doctrines 
. Chriſt and his Apoſttes deliver'd, is, for certain, 
no other than an Ancient Fact; and by conſe- 
. quence can no otherwiſe be fairly determin'd, 
but by theſe very Witneſſes, the Original Sa- 4 
cred and Primitive Writers in the Chriſtian | 
Church. Nay, even the Confining all to the | 
preſent Sacred Books, is to beg the Queſtion | 
in part alſo; ſince many of thoſe which others 
ſtile only Primitive Fathers, will evidently ap- i 

fear, on Kxamination, to belong to the Cata- | 
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logue of Sacred Writers alſo ; and only to have 


been thence excluded in later Ages, without 


any ſufficient Authority for ſuch their Exclu- 
on,. | 


Then our Author thinks I miſtook, when I p. 15, Ke. 


ſuppoſed Dr. Alix and another excellent Per- 
ſon to be on my ſide, from ſome Words which 
they formerly ſaid in my Hearing. Pray, Sir, 


where do I ſay they were on my Side? or in- 


deed that they gave me the Occaſion of falling 


into Arianiſm ? I told two plain Facts, and 
thence you ſuppoſe what Inferences I made, « 


without knowing a Word of the Matter: And 


'then at laſt draw your own Corollaries from 


the Inferences you your ſelf father upon me. I 

fire my Readers will take my Words as they 
ie in my own Book; and not venture any far- 
ther by Gueſs, for they will very often find 


themſelves miſtaken in ſuch their Conjectures: 
As all Men are who pretend to know Matters of 
Fact by them, without authentick Teſtimony; 


and which indeed I look upon as one of the 
grand Cheats and Impoſitions with which 


that we call Learning and Criticiſm has fre- 


ſtances are innumerable. 


. dee abuſed Mankind; and of which the In- 


After this the Author of the Premonition p. 19, &c. 
comes to the Plain. Queſtions, and to his Friends tt 


Anſwers to them. Now in this Caſe I own I 
find my ſelf very much diſappointed ;. for where 
the Title Page promiſed an Anſwer, to my Plain 


Queſtions, I expected a direct Anſwer to them, 
and indeed to all of them: Yet is it confeſs'd 
that the Author has not taken expreſs Notice of 


one half of them; nay, has mainly inſiſted 
on the Three Firſt; and tis expected the others 
muſt as it were, ſhrink away of their own ac- 
dord.; or I muſt take ſome occaſional Hints and 
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WM Ong called God : But becau 
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764 "ge! 
Inferences for a ſufficient Anſwer to them. 
This is but very poor imperfect Procedure in 
Points of ſuch mighty Conſequence as theſe 
are, and which T ſo ſolemnly propos'd to the 
Chriſt ian World. Nor indeed are any one of 
thoſe Three properly anſwered at all, in the 
plain Senſe that I intended them; viz. Where, 
or in what Places of the Sacred and Primitive 
Books of our Religion, the Three Perſons are 
| called One God; or Chriſt is ſaid to be properly 
122 P. . Equal to the Father; or when he is call q Gd, has 
5. the known Divine Titles or Epithets plainly apply d 
to him? Becauſe tis very ſurprizing that Do- 
ctrines of ſo ſtrange a Nature, and mighty Con- 
ſequence ſhould be true, and Fundamental in 
Chriſtianity, and yet not one plain, home, un- 
doubted Example of ſuch Notions and Language 
ſhould appear in all the original Books of our Reli- 
gion: but that all muſt ſtill be drawn, out. by, way 
df remote Inference, and uncertain. Reaſon- 
ings ; nay, ſometimes in direct Contradiftion 
n- 


|" © to the expreſs Words of Scripture alſo and A 


tiquity. This was the true Foundation of thoſe 

Plain Queſtions. Yet in Anſwer to this, dug 

Author does not pretend to find thoſe places and 

„ © Language which I wanted: He cannot ſhew, 

- up «where directly the Three Perſons are called One 

7 God; nor where the Son is ſaid to be Equal to 
N= Characters are plainly app! 
e 


the Father; nor where thoſe Divine Ep:chers and 
d to him when he is. 
| e is not able ro ſhew_ 
what cannot be ſhewn , he is forc'd to betake 
himſelf vo the uſual way of remote Inferences, 
and uncerrain Reaſonings in the Caſe ; Which 
way has been ſo often cried , and the beſt made 
of it the Matter would bear, that I do not ſee, 
to what great purpoſe this Repetition of ſuch 
Arguments, with the Addition of ſome 2 | 
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of the like Nature are here publiſhed ; at leaſt 


why they are ſer down as Anſwers to my 


Plain Queſtions : Eſpecially while the Neceſſity 
the Author was under of omitting any direct 
Anſwers, and of having recourſe to theſe other 
Methods, is hereby become more viſible. So 


that I take this Book to be an open Acknow- 
ledgment that thoſe Plain Queſtions are, in their 
known obvious Senſe, really unanſwerable : 
Which I deſire the Reader to obſerve upon this 


. 


Occaſion. But then to leave the Author of the p.36, -43. 


Conſiderations, and to come to the Author of 
the Premonition, and his 21 Plain 
to me, I confeſs I am not a little ſurpriz'd at 


them. Not by Reaſon of any difficulty to An-' 


ſwer them, but on Account of the Unfairneſs 


of ſeveral of them; the playing with the Am- 
biguity of Words in many; and the Air of A- 


ſurance with which they are propoſed and en- 
forced in this Place. As if becauſe I propoſed 


ſo many Plain Queſtions, with great Aſſurance, 
When I had fully examin'd the Matter, and had: 
the Ancient Teſtimonies ready by me to prove 
all that I ſaid, and thereby knew that they could 
not be directly anſwered , this Author had a 
Right to propoſe as many Queſtions to me, 


with the ſame Aſſurance; while he maſt be 


ſenſible, if he has made the ſame Search that 1 


have done, that they were moſt eaſily to be An- 


ſwer'd ; and that commonly from plain direct 


Texts or Teſtimonies alſo. And tho' I might 
expect a plain and direct Anſwer to all my 21 


Queſtions, before I do the ſame to theſe; yet 
ſhall I not inſiſt on that Privilege, but give 4 
brief and imperfe& Anſwer to every one of them 


inorder; I ſay, a brief and imperfect one, becauſe 


if Ido itfully8 largely, Imuſt tranſcribe too great 
a Number of Texts and Teſtimonies from that 
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Account of tbe Primitive Faith which is now 
in the Preſs; and ſo too much prevent my ſetf 
in theſe Matters. And indeed the Publication 
of that Work will render all ſuch farther At- 
tempts of little Conſequence. Since the honeſt 
and cautious Reader will thereby ſee the Anci- 
ent Doctrines and Language too plainly , and 
that in the Original Author's own Words, to 
be eaſily put upon by. any Party for the Future 
in ſuch Matters. e 


Anſwers to the Plain Queſtions. 


| Queft. . W HERE are the Father, Son, 
„ and Holy Ghoſt call d Three 


Divine Beings in the Scripture, or the most Primi- 
tive Writers? ] deſire but one plain Inſtance. © | 

Anſw. I. I always mean by a Divine Being 
or Perſon, a Being or Perſon far ſuperior to 


one plain Inſtancte. 4 Ob 
A. II. This is my Grand Aﬀertion , that in 
+2 true proper Senſe there is but One God, and 
One Lord, and One Object of Divine Worſhip, when 
taken in a ſtrict Acceptation; I mean God the 
„ Father 
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„all the Angels, and ſuch other of the ſubordi- 3 
nate Creatures as are mention'd in Scripture; | 
- and by Divine ne , that Worſhip which it | 
would be Wickedneſs to pay to any of thoſe 
ſubordinate Beings. And theſe Three are ſtill de- 
ſcrib'd as really diſtin, as ſubſtantially and 
numerically different one from another, both 
in Scripture and Antiquity ; as this Author ſure - | 
cannot but very well know. c / 
Q. II.- here 1 it ſaid there is more than One N 
God, and Lord, in Scripture, or the moſt Primitive | 
Writers ? Or than One Divine Being that the Ob- 
Jett of any Divine Worſhip whatſoever ? I deſire but | 


eee eee e e — . 


: Father only ; ; as is ; widen in all the Old 
Books of our Religion. And that according- 


his Command, and for his Glory, than any pro- 
to themſelves. The Paſſages cited by me out of? 


cially when compar d with the — in the 


to _ Marter. ; . 
0. III. "Where i is Chriſt [wt to ER 2 Subordinate '' * Fe WW 
| rem either in the New Teſtament, or the moſt Pri. 5 5 a 15 4 | 
uitiroe Writers? Give me but as plain an Inſtance, 1 


ly; when the Son is called God or Lord, or t — 
Worſhip paid him i is call'd Divine Werſhip, thoſe | 1 7 | , 


Words ate uſed in A. lower, derivative, and, too. 1 


uſe Origen's Language, in an abuſive Accepta- "he. 
tion. Nay indeed, whatever Lower Degres - 1 
of worſhip: was paid to the Son, or Spirit. 
are deem'd rather Part of our Worſhip paid tp- 
the Father, as done to bis Son and his Jiri by.” 


perOriginal IndependentWorſhip, paid diſtinctlyxᷣ⸗ẽ- 
Origen, in my Second Reply to Dr. Alix, eſpe-y | x 
7 ng oy LO < = 


ant lar be 12 ſimply call d God and Lord in Scri- * 5 
pturr. 
mA. III. The Father is in carlos and An- 

aabiey call'd the Primary God, the God over all, | 
the God of Gods, and the God of Jeſis Cbri | 1 
himſelf; and has all the higheſt Epithets po-. 
ſible. The Son has not hah high Epichees 
but is only call'd God the Word, the Only-begottew*; Gul pl 
God, the begotten or made God , and the Second Sor 3 


God. This Author himſelf owns him God, and Al 
27 . 
4 * 


owns him ſuborilinate to the Father: So that if & 
he denies him to be a /ubordivate God, he takes 
away . almoſt all the ſeeming Force of his 
Friend's Conſiderations. which. is th 
a dan __ the like wa of e 

4 IV. 


2 


L 
1 4 
As, 
LES 


1 7 - » on e RS, | 5 * 2 4 ; 
Q. IV. Where is Chrift ſaid to be a God either 
by Appointment, or Conſtitution, or Creation, 
in the moſt Sacred and Ancient Monuments of our Re- 


Me. : 


A. TV. St. Peter fays, the Father has made 


*he is originally ſuch , but for the Honour of 


Af . had the Name of God given him for his faith- 
. ful Diſcharge of his Sacred Office, and becauſe 
She never would take that Name upon himſelf 


*receiv'd his Divinity from the Father. St. Paul, 
That God, as a Reward of his Obedience and 


4, ed God, till after his Reſurre&ion, and Exalta- 
tion to the righr Hand of his Father. *Tis alſo 
y. undeniable, that the Father is eſteem'd by the 
Ancients as his Cauſe and Author; That he 
derires his Being, and every thing from him; 

nay, was begotten and created by him : And 
himſelf intimates, that his own Claim of Divi- 
;vnity was, becauſe the Father ſanctiſied him, and ſent 


7 Joh. X. 3 6; 
. A | | him into the World. #44 


f N O. V. Where do the Scriptures ſay any thing of the 
\ _ Subſtance or Eſſence of the Divine Word, as en- 
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Or here is the Co- eſſentiality of the One with the 
* other exprefly deny'd in the moſt Primitive Mriters? 1 
** defire but one plain Inſtance in each. f 


As if the Scriptures could expreſsly deny that, 


A 


dream'd 


* : ] F 
- pes, 5 469, . ne his. 1 


Agion? One or Two plain Inſtances ſhall convinde 
Act. II. 36. -im Lord and Chriſt. The Author of the Recog- 
nitions intimates he is called God, not becauſe 
At the Father that ſent him. La#antivs ſays 2 he 
ai 


« while he was on Earth. Euſebius ſays, he 


Philip IT. eSufferings, exalted him, and gave him @ name | 
9. , Pwhich is above every name. Nor was he ever cal- 


rirely diſtinct from the Subſtance and Eſſence of God? 


A. V. This Queſtion is very ſurprizing: 
which no Chriſtians appear to have ever 
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dream'd of till After- ages. Nor can I proves 
che Scripture has expreſsly contradicted Trang 
ſubſtantiation, nor the Worſhip of Cberubimt, _— 
or ' Thrones, This is the very thing I com- =_ 
plain of, That the Conſub/tantiality is made 2 | 1 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, without the leaſt pre- 8; 
| tence to Divine Revelation, or Original Au- _— 
_ thority. Nay, it is certain, that when the _ | 
| Words Subſtance and Eſſence came to be us'd, | 4 
| the Council of Antioch expreſsly faid, the Son Þ1 
was not Conſubſtantial or Coeſſential to the Facherz - 
| as did Origen as expreſsly affirm he was, as to 1 
| _ his Eſſence, different from him. 
ö | 
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Q. VI. Where do the Scriptures or moſt Primitite 

j Writers ſay digg.thing of the Subſtance or Eſſence of 1 
the Holy Spirit? And where do they ſay that God, = 
| 0 and the 5 pirit of God, Are of a differ ent Natur e 55 3 "i g 


| Eſſence and Subſtance ? Or how can the Spirit of Go 
EE ſearch the Things of God, unleſs it be of the ſame _ 
Nature with God? This I want to bave explain d by 
clear Teſtimonies. i i on 3 
A. VI. This Queſtion is more ſurprizing 
A than the former; and my Complaint is ſtill, 
| greater, that even the Conſubſtantiality and Cor 
eſſentiality of the Holy Ghoſt is made a Do- 1 
ctrine of the Goſpel, while all know that no , 
_ Chriſtian ever heard of ſuch Docttrines or 1M 
Language till long after the Council of Nice. A 
As to the Spirit's /earching the deep things of God, 1 Cor. Il. 9 
as 2 Proof of his Conſubſtantiality; I think e n 
it proves juſt the contrary : For what need of ©: | lt 
Search and Enquiry, it the Spirit knew those 
| deep Things as well as the Father? Nay, How ¾ —_ | 
| can there be room for Search, unleſs there be | | | FRY 
14 Two real Beings concern'd ? And as the Spirit v. 1. 
. f 4 man is, in St. Paul's Philoſophy, really 1 Thel. 
ifferent from the Man whoſe Things he V. 32. 
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knows ; ſo, in the Parallel, is the Spirit of God, 
really different from the God whoſe Things | 
he knows ; tho' our modern Philoſophy has 
confounded both together in both Caſes. 5 | 


Q. VII. Where à the Spirit of God called a Crea- 1 
ture either in the Scriptures or in the moſt Ancient. 
Chriſtian Writers ? One plain and pofitive Teſtimony 
ſhall here ſuffice. | . 

A. VII. The Scripture ſays, AJ things wers | 

John I. 3. made by the Son, and without him was not any tying 
made: Whence Origen and Euſebius infer , that [ 
the Holy Spirit, which all own as derivd from 

or by the Son, was made by him. The Apo- [i 

ſtles, in their Conſtitutions, ſay, God is The Maker | 

Fi the Holy Spirit by Chriſt. "Theyſkecognitions _ 

lay, The Spirit is a Being made by a Being which | 
© was himſelf made. So that indeed, a Being made 
of the Father, by the Miniſtration of the Son, _ 
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1 is more ſtrictly genuine as to the Holy Spirit, | 
Ul | | | than that of one created, in the Ancient Language. | 
j  Tho' I do not know any Neceſſity of ſo nice þ 


23 Diſtinction; nor do I know any Teſtimony 4 

« «againſt this Doctrine, till after the Council | 
of Nice. — EL | 
: + 


Q. VIII. Where is it ſaid that the Son is to be | 
worſhip'd only with an Inferior Worſhip , and not 
with the ſame Worſhip wherewith we worſhip the Fa- 
ther? Let me but ſee where it is once ſo written; and 
T will never Honour the Son as the Father # honour d. 

A. VIII. The Word Worſhip, in the Old 
Books, as well as Adoration, were general, and , 
ſignified frequently much the fame that Honour =o» 
and Reſpe& do now; as tis certain Fuſtin Mar- 
tyy and Origen underſtood them: While the | 
former own'd them both not improper to be 
apply'd to Angels alſo ; and the latter 2 | 

£ | be} 


and Frequency of Worſhip paid to every Being, 


or ſubordinate Knowledge, Power and Good- 
neſs own'd thereby. Now here tis certain, 


» 
— — x ——— 4 


the higheſt manner, continually paid him by 


rior and ſubordinate Worſhip alſo. 


very few =o Teſtimonies will bere ſatisfy me better, 
A. I'% 
„ : 7 
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that the ' Scripture applies the latter even to 
Men. So the feyeral Haſtances, and AMammer 


are the ſureſt Ways of Diſtinction, as to ſu- 
preme or ſubordinate Worſhip , as to ſupreme 


the Father has all Sorts of Worſhip, and after 


the firſt Chriſtians : That the Son has nor all 

Sorts of Worſhip ; Has any but ſeldom, and 
in a vaſtly inferior Manner and Stile, paid 
him by them; And that only as the Father's. 
Vicegerent, and our Mediator, and as com- 
manded by the Father, and ultimately tending 
to his Glory. But then the Holy Spirit has 
hardly any ſuch Honours paid him as can 
well come under our Notion of MWorſbip and 
Adoration, tho they would come under the An- 

cient larger Notion of them. But ſure this Author 

never read the 17th of. Jobn, if he thinks the 

ue, that we muſt honour the Son we- 
© honour the Father, does at all imply any pro- 
per Equality in that Worſhip. Nay this Equality 
alſo ſeems utterly irreconcilable to this Authors 
own Opinions, when he ſo fully confeſſes the In- 
feriority and Subordination of the Son to the 
Father; and, by conſequence, I ſhould think, 
that the Worſhip to be paid him ſhould be infe- 


Q. IX. Where doth the Scripture teach w T'wo 
or Three Degrees of Divine Worſhip? And where da 
the moſt Primitive Writers diſtinguiſh theſe ſeveral _ 
Worſhips to prevent our falling into Idolatry ? A 
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been anſwer'd already. 


alſo. 
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A. IX. This is much the ſame with ſeveral 
of the foregoing Queſtions, and ſo has in eſſect 
At leaſt the Anſwers to 
the 19th and 2oth hereafcer will ſuffice for this 


Q. X. Whether if Latria, or Supreme Origi- 
nal Worſhip be due to the Father only; it be Dulia 


which is due to the Son, or Hyperdulia ? I deſire to 


be ſatisfy d concerning tba by one or more clear Paſſa- 


ges of Scripture and uncorrupted Antiquity. 


A. X. The ſame Anſwer ſerves for this 


„Q. XI. Where is it ſaid that the Hol oy muſt 
be contented with Dulia only? And if be be to be 
worſhip'd in any Form, Why not in that of Tnvo- 
1 as well as in that of Doxology, or any 
other? WR 
A. XI. The fame for this. Only I add, 
That we ought to uſe the Name of the Holy 
Ghoſt in Doxologies, becauſe we have Apoſto= 
lical Command and Practice for it: And we 
ought not to Invocate him, becauſe we want 
all ſuch Command and Practice. Not to ſay 
that the Original Form of Doxology does ra- 
ther glorify the Father by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, than directly glorify the Spirit himſelf; 
any farther than 'tis for the Honour of the 
Spirit himſelf to be thus join'd with the Father 


and Son in Doxologies. 


Q. XII. Whether the Subordinate Worſhip of 4 
Creature was not the Beginning of that Apoſtacy from 
the Primitive Faith and Practice, which by Mr. 
Whiſton is call d Antichriſtianiſm ? And whether, 


F the Inferior Worſhip of Creatures, highly honour d 


by God, be Anti-chriſtian and Idolatrous, in the 1 
Fo = . piſts, 
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piſts, it be nor ſo alſo in the Arians , or in any other 
Anti-trinitarians?" - | 1 
A. XII. The ſame Anſwer muſt be given to 
this, that was given to the three foregoing ; and 
no other does it require. Sure theſe Four laſt 
Queſtions are to fill up the Number of Twenty 
one, and not ask'd as diſtin from the reſt. 


Q. XIII. Whether Chrift be not properly in 

Scripture call'd the Son of God? And 5 i it 

| ſaid that the Son, or Word, was created, either in 
the Old or New Teſtament ? ] deſire but one ſingle In- 

ſtance, according to the Original, 

A. XIII. Chriſt is properly, or in a pecu- 
liar Senſe ſtil'd the Son, the Only Son, the Only- 
begotten Son of God ; and he is ſaid to be created 

or made, to be God's Creature or Workmanſhip, 

by above Twenty Sacred and Primitive Wri- 
ters of our Religion ; as I have already rec- 
kon'd them up in my Defence deſign'd for the 

Convocation. As to any diſtint Mode of 

Subſiſtence of the Aiy@- before his Generation 

and Creation, I find no Footſteps of it among 

Chriſtians till n prevail'd ; nor, as 

far as I can obſerye, did they that firſt ſpake 
of it, ever pretend it to be other than a Philo- 
ſophick Notion : So it comes in very odly in 
this place. „ 


Q. XIV. What Abſurdity is it to think a Son to 

be of the ſame Nature and Eſſence, or Suſtance, with 

bis u_ Proper Father ? And 2 this can-„, Jo 

tradi} Scripture, Antiquity, or Reaſon ? Or why, 
ould it Ota ered ble 1 Heavenly, gay 17 | * 1 

Earthly Things? One plain Reaſon, or one plam "= 

Text is here only deſir J. „ . 
A. XIV. I do not here intend to ſpeak f 
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the Ancients call Chriſt properly and peculiarly 
the Son of God, they had any regard to fich 2 No- 
tion. If the Church will own this Conſubftantiality 
tobe an Unſcriptural, Uncertain, Philoſophick 
Opinion, and will clear her Articles, Creeds, 
and Worſhip of ſuch Things, let thoſe that fee  ** 
Reaſon believe it if they pleaſe ; but for mp 
Jelf, I own I want Original Proof, before L 
yield my Aſſent to it. . 


Q. XV. Where is it ſaid that God was ever 
without his Word, or the Father without his Son? 
J deſire but one plain Inſtance either in the Scriptures, . 

or in Primitive Antiquity, — 2 VIWN 

A. XV. The Ancienteſt Writers ever call 
the Father , Eternal, but never call tile 
Son ſo: TO alſo generally agree that he was 
| @rreated 2 little before the Moſaick Creation. 

When Philoſophy came in, feveral ſuppos d 
he was in his Father potentially, or as an Attri- 

ute before, and was after begotten or created 

into a Son, into a real diſtinct, active Being, 

: Yet does 7ertullias himſelf, one of the grand. 
__ > "Patrons of the Author's Hypotbeſis, expreſsly own 

od once was not à Father, and had not a 


Son. And I confeſs, I want Evidence for even 

«that Metaphyſick Eternity before his Creation 

- or Generation: As I am fully ſatisfy d there is 
ano other Eternity can be aſcrib'd to him. : ON 
Q. XVI. Where is it ſaid that God was ever-with- 
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95 XVI. | 
leſs ,, ſince thoſe Ancients who were for the » + cal ö 
Metaphyſick Eternity of the Son, do not ap- * 9 9 3 
pear to have had the leaſt Notion of his Exer... 
ciſe of Power, or of the 81 irit's actual Deriva- * . N \ # 


tion from the Father by im, till his actual J. 
Creation o Generation, a little before che = F 
World. So that if the Spirit was any way de, id Gar ey Wo 


fore, it muſt be rather in an inferior manner '. 4 
of Exiſtence to that of Potentiality, or of an: / i: ; 


Attribute; which is perfectly no Exiſtence” \_. 
at all. Bat pray, what manner of Original! 
Authority ig there for the Spirit's proper CO- , * 0 4 
ternity with the Father? Unleſs the Je mb ua Heb, Ing. 

178. doris, which is e in no fewer than 132 14. *. 4% 
of the Copies , be ſuppos d ſufficient for r ; 
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2. XVII. There do the S:viprind ſay that br {A 33% 
bad no Human Rational Soul? Or whence doth it g ( 
pear that he hath took not up the whole Human NM. \\ 
| ture, but a Part only ? Or why i is he calPa Son of. i. 0 NY 3 þ 
Man, if be was not a True and Perfect Man? On "4 #1 ng 
bow ron 4 be be a True Man without the True Form 1 1 


72 4 Al, or a Reaſonable Soul like wt that of & ber My: 4 


2 XVII. Ihe Serip rure and earlieſt Anel= fy 2/084 
quity never affirm , chat Chriſt took a Hana "4 .£ 46.4 
Rational Fa never ſay, he took the hs L 4 BY 
Human Natwre : eng ſav, he was in thatſenſe calf n 

a true and forte „; But, that he was made. 4 en 
e fleſh, had ay prepared bin, was the m_ or 
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was made in the litenę | | 
was found in edge e mun, While a 
the. heb N Nay, N directly e ir was 4. 
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ents agree in 
omar lie, fim elf, before the Council of Nee. 
Nin. 

4. Q. XVIII. There do the Scriptures k a 
7 75 the Sufferings of the Divine ne ſe of 25 
Saviour ? I beg but one plain Iuſtance. And how 
comes it about that the known Hereſy of the Theo- 
or paſchites is reviv d now in our Days for Primitivs 
a man Ei Chriftianity?, — 
fab.” 4. XVIII. The Scripture and Antiquity al- 

moſt always aſcribe the Sufferings of Chriſt to 
His Divine Nature; and look on the contrary 
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e 2 Nor do I remember ſuch à Name of a Hereſ\ 
in the Earlieft Writers, as that of the Theopaſ- 
nN KH. cbites; but if there was then ſuch an one, it muſt 
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wer Man from the Iorſhip of Creatures, thereby to 
ſet up himſelf but Creature to be worſhip'd as Gad? 


malay ſubſcribe the Creed of Arius. 
A. XIX. This is all over Ambiguiry ; As if 


ear one of the ſubordinate Creatures; which they 


own'd him ſuch. a Creature às was alone de- 
iv'd au,, from the Father, and by whoſe 

rumentality all the other Creatures were 
ee made; and thence own'd his Nature vaſtly 
Net | ſuperior to that of all thoſe ſubordinate Crea- 


ave perly Aale any Crimp una n 


ame Doctrine; even Atha- - 


Opinion, as Part 'of the Hereſy of Cerinthus.. - 


2+ i4-Hhobelong to the Hypotheſis of the Father's Din. 
Oo” ho Q. XIX. Did Cbriſt come into the World to deli- 
bew me where it is ſo Written , and I will im medi- 


bg or the Arians aſſerted the Son to be 4 Creature, 5 
2 ever had in the utmoſt Abhorrence. 'They. \ 


tures; the Worſhip, of which alone can be leb 


— — 


ing certain Divine Bein r Perſons, oy 


God, as well as Hine each aber „ and far In or 


mons ? 4 Reiv and poſitive Anfwer is bere e. 6 


Without any Warrant from God ; nay, rather of 
Creatures apoſtatiz d from God, and compoſing 2 8 5 on A7 


der God: 1 his is the true Nature of ns Fon 
f rior Worſhi which i is due 
PAs ans 


11 Carholicks 4; 0 the Arians are loft? and in 
"other Eccleſi aſtical Hiſtories of the moſt Fe Fil / 


Ron's Opinion of the Goths and Vandals ? ! 
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tp XX. r 1 the Dogrise * Dehn 
eondemm d by St. Paul? eye ove 
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to Him in Nature, Attributes and Perfection?s (! 
I not the Supereminent Dignity aſcribd to theſe 1 
Beings, and the one ＋ 5 of Worſhip to le , 
paid them truly and ſtrict 4 Demoniacal ? And bre 
we are to think of them that hold this Doctrine of De- 1 ++ 1 1 4 


ed. 


"A. XX. The Sinful Worſhip of Deinont b A's 1 mT 
the Worſhip of Creatures made by the Son, ng n 244} 


1 


© X * 
4 I 
0 j 
: i PE. 
— 


A 1 


© Kingdom oppoſite to that of our Saviour un 


ture-Idolatry ; which no 5 affects thar In 


ker 3 of > 


2 XXI. I. 2 ad many of the Ancient — 70 


par- 17 
7 ory why or 2 7 K of Marcellus are utterly 2 SJ o 1 
riſbd, ben thoſe of Euſebius againſt him arg pre- Of Uf | 
r ee, 


ferv'd ? And how comes it to paſs that we bave m 


rive Ages remaining, but that of _ 6067 OO e 


us? Did not tht Tian Emperors I bour- to fa 255 
the Books of the Catholicks ? And what is Mr. Wh! * * 


theſe Deſtroyers of. the Ancient Monuments of 
A. Corbett, 7 LA were they” Arians ; 157 0 „ 
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ry rare in the MSS. but little mention'd by 
the Orthodox, and were almoſt loſt, -- Euſebi- 
1s Learning and Fame were ſo great, and the 
ſucceeding Orthodox. Writers comparatively ſo 
ignorant, that their Learning geacrally went 
no higher than him and Origen; and ſo they 
could not ſpare all their Writings, eſpecially 
his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. I believe the Arians 
never made ſuch a Law againſt the Athanaſians, 
as did Theodoſins the Athanaſian againſt the A- b 
riant. The Goths and Vandals did not wilfully il 
deſtroy the Books of the Orthodox, that — 
know of ; tho' ſuch Terrible Wars and Inun- | 
dations as then were, might occaſion the Loſs | 
of many of all ſorts, without any direct De- f 
fign for their Deſtruction. And if the Rowan _ 
Copy of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions periſh's 
when the. Goths fack'd Rome, as I ſuſpect, this 
will be an eminent Inſtance , that ſuch De- : 
ſtruction of Authors by thoſe barbarous Nati- | 
ons, was not the Effect of any Deſigns againſt _ 
._ wthe Books of the Orthodox. The Orthodox '* 
have, I think, left us but one ſmall Treatiſe 
of the Ancient confeſſed A4rians; I mean the 
judicious Apologetick of Eunomias, to which | 
© Baſil reply'd ; and they have not been ſo fair 
to the World hitherto, as to print it; tho 
having lately a Copy of it put into my Hands, 
J have tranſlated it into Engliſh, and do now in- 
„tend ro add it to my Account of the Primitive 
' Faith. 2 0 | 
| | | 


Put before I proceed I muſt take notice of 
1 one Thing, which is mention'd by the Author 
P. 22, of the Premonition, and is frequently in the 
Mliouths of the Writers for the Church and for 
Chriſtianity; viz. That ſome Things are to be a 
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conceal'd for-fearthey gratify. Atheiſts and Deiſts,. 
_ Certainly:nothing prejudicesAtheiſts and Deiſts 


more. than ſuch Procedure and Expreflions ; 
while they thereby perceive Remains of pjous 
Frauds every where; and ſuſpect it has been ſo 
from the beginning: They ſee they are not to 


be let plainly into the Truth of Facts, but to 


be manag'd wich Cunning and worldly Pru- 


dence, for fear of being diſguſted at Chriſtia- 


nity. This is not I chink over-conſiſtent with 
that Truth and Perfect Sincerity which natural 


and revealed Religion do require, and which is 


moſt fully exacted by the Chriſtian Inſtitution. 
I believe Truth will never hure Truth ; nor will 
Honeſty do any harm to our old genuine Chri- 


ſtianity. Iam by no means ſenſible that our Reli- 
gion, as contain d in Scripture, ſtands in need of 
any ſort of Prevarication or Concealments of 


this Nature: And I ever expect that the Bleſ- 


ſing of God will ſo much more go along with 


downright Honeſty and undiſguis d Sincerity, 
that I eſteem one great Reaſon why we gain ſo 
lictle ground upon cr mn to be this, that we 


leave the Paths of Uprightneſs to walk iu the ways of 
' Darkneſs ; we uſe human Prudence and von 


lv Policy, inſtead of downright Truth a 


perfect Integrity. Nor do I think the plain 


Forgeries and Cheats of Antichri/tianiſm do real. 
ly tend to the Harm of Cbriſtianity, but indeed 
rather to its Commendation ; ſince it ſelf. is ſo 
utterly an Enemy to them; whatever ſome 
good Men, not yet quite got out of that cor- 


fupt State, may be ready to imagine upon this 


Occaſion. Nor oughe therefore the unfair Pro- 
ceedings of, and fince Atbanaſſuss Days, be al- 
ledg'd as any Reproach to the anclenter, pure, 
and undefil'd Religion of Chriſt ſeſus. Only 
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| ſhould be well prov'd. And 1 affure this Au- 


Conſid. 

P 57, &c. 
Premon. 
p. 21, & c. 


thor I did not ſpeak at Random in my laſt Que- 
ſion, which concern'd this Matter; but can 
ſoon be ready for the full Proof of what is there- 
in intimated rc the World. £0 105 
As to the Author of the Conſiderations Vindi- 
cation of Athanaſius , tis very weak; but as to 
che Author of the Premonition's Management 
about him, tis artful and ſhrewd enough, but 
ſuch as by no means tends to his real Vindica- 
tion: As plainly implying , that if we allow | 


our ſelves to make a nice Enquiry about him, 


and compare one Paſſage and Fact with ano- 
ther, and with the other Authentick Writers, 
and go by our Evidence, it will be very hard 
to juſtify him: But if no leſs Proof for his 
Wickedneſs be neceſſary, than would be re- 
quir'd in Meſtminſter-Hall to convict him legal- 
ly of 2 „ he thinks, at this Diſtance it 
will be impoſſible. In which way of putting 
this Matter I perfectly agree with him. And, as 
a ſmall Part of ſuch Legal Evidence is every 


where ſufficient to blaft the Reputation of any 


man living, and to prevent his Impoſing 6n the 


World afterward ; ſo ſhall I be content that A- 


thanaſiuss Reputation be in the ſame State; J 
mean, that it be own'd not legally taken away, 
ſo that his Books be thereupon ſuppreſs'd and 
burnt, as full of notorious Forgeries ; but that it 
be eſteem'd fo very weak, that we no more ſuf- 
fer his Authority in the leaſt to impoſe upon the 


Chriſtian World any longer. And if that Point 


p. 23. 


be once ſecur d, and true Chriſtianity be out of 


danger of being corrupted by him, I ſhall not be ve- 


ry uneaſy if, in his perſonal capacity, he retain what 
Remainder of good Opinion he can among his 
former Admirers. For, as this Author com- 


fortably pleads in his behalf, There are many Pre. 


abilities 
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babilities, which are falſe ; and tbere are alſo many 
Improbabilities which are true. So I ſhall be con- 
tent, that thoſe who are loth that all his vaſt. 
Reputation ſhould fink at once, reckon his 
Wickedneſs among the many Probabilities which 
they hope are falſe ; or his Sincerity among the 
many Improbabilities which they bope are true: Pro- 
vided they will allow all Chriſtians to go fo 
far by the Evidence which lies before them, 
as to have a watchful Eye over him, and never 
to truſt him in any of theſe Matters, without 
ſome better Evidence hereafter. And if this 
Author thinks ſuch an Innovator in Chriſtia- 
nity is to have his Reputation preſervd as much 
as may be, I muſt own my ſelf, -in Company 
with Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and all the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, of another Opinion; and that Simon Aa- 
gus, Cerint bus, Baſilides, Saturninus, Valentinus, Mar- 
cion, Marcellus, Athanaſins, and the like real He- 
reticks, are to be had in the utmoſt Deteſtation, 
by 2 true Diſciple of Chriſt Jeſus. 5 
And J am ſure if an Apoſtle himſelf would 
not pretend to have dominion over the Faith of 
Chriſtians, Athanaſius , on all Accounts, tho? ? 


he has long had it much more I think than any 


of the Apoſtles in theſe Matters, will not de- 
ſerve to retain the leaſt Part of that Dominion 
hereafter, In ſhort, as the Author of the Con- 
ſiderations Way of Reaſoning about my Plain 
Dueſtions, ſhews in effect that they could not be 
properly anſwer d; ſo does this Author's way of 
excuſing or palliating the Hiſtory belonging to 
Ne 24 in effect On that his Character can- 
pot be juin: „ban wen e 


3. * 


1 ö | 1 4 9 5 . 4 4 p 18 81 
Before 1 conclude, as to this Premonition, give me | 
leave to tranſcribe a Paſlage out of an unknown, 
but not injudicious Author, highly worthy. eve- 


Ci fs 
> A | 


$77 - 7 


ry. honeſt Chriſtian's Conſideration: For I own 
it a Paſſage as to me very remarkable ; tho I 
never ſaw the Book till very lately; ſince it 
contains another's earlier Diſcovery of the Old 
Chriſtianity in theſe Points, by much the ſame 
honeſt Method whereby I diſcover'd the fame ' 
thing afterward. Tis in the Vindication of the - 
_ Unitarians , ' againſt a late Reverend Author on the 
Trinity; or againſt Dr. Sherlock, printed A. D. 
1690. pag. 11, 12. The Words are theſe, 


© But leaſt any one ſhould think, that the Do- 
ftrine of Plato ſhould have the leaſt Influence 
in wreſting the Scriptures to this Hypotheſis, I 
© do hereby in thePreſence of God declare, what 
© it was that firſt mov'd my Judgment, and turn d 
© me to be an Arian; and if it did me, it ſhould 
© move us in Charity to think it did others. 
An Acquaintance of mine, ſpeaking: by 
chance of the Trinity, told me, Some thought 
it a Breach of the firſt Commandment; and to 
© convince me'twas not reveaPd in the Ne Teſta- 
ment. ſhe d me that moſt notable Chapter of 
tthe Firſt of the Hebrews : Now he little though 
© what he had done, when he did this; for tho 
my Zeal boyl'd againſt his Blaſphemy, as I 
© thought it for a time, yet when I reflected again 
* with my ſelf, I thought at leaſt his Diſcourſe 
had rais'd ſuch Scruples in my Mind, that the 
very Conſiderableneſs of the firſt Command- 
© ment would neceſſitate me to enquire of, 
Nov this was not only all theDiſcourſe I had 
with him, but I remember to this day, that! 
© could never underſtand by his Diſcourſe, whe- 
© ther he were Arian or Socinian, nor indeed what 
"either Hypotheſis was; tho' lately, I muſt con- 
Ifeſs, I have'perceiv'd him rather enclin'd to the 
* Sorinians. E. Og Cn - 
BY But 


/ 


» # » 
ww 


r u r 9 28 * a . l a 
2 bi: 1 3 ie 138 * Nn 9 8 12 25 ä | 
7 +:3 >. n 3: 4x ln 1751 2 * ö 

o LE, * * { 1 5 J © 3 5 1 + 9 0 
12 1 4 * 2 +# ** 6 + 1 | f 
1 1 1 ep SS ES — * Pe WL 1 N 7 
* . 4 9 vo + : - L Fs 4 * . LA i£ 5 1 92 . - 3 Ep 
x y A * L 1 * Pao 45 8 . N EY 4 2 * 7 > IT. 4 
Ll "hu?" =P; WD Yom 1 y by W Ags 47 * «+ 2 * * 4 2 
" _ 1- * * . # 7 
Fw” E. 5 3 8 Vow >% + e 7 7 ; 
l 4 TT +» - Wal q * 8 
Mo 

* * 

5 
4 , 
N 


ut thus it was, that ſhortly after going for © 1 
© London, where my Doubt continuing upon nie: 
© 1 refoly'd to give my ſelf Satisfaction: I ſou geg 
© for Books but found none; indeed I did not 4} 
© know what to enquire for; whereupon reſoly-= 5 

© ing to know that by my ſelf, which I could not 
© by others, without either knowing of Arianiſm, 
© Socinianſm, or Platoniſp, I took this following 
© Courſe : ELLER | 
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e took the NewTeſtament,whereT conceiv'd 4 
this Truth was to be found reveal'd, if any _—_ 
© where, and reading it with Attention, I col _ 
© leed every Text relating to Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, into an Imperial Sheet of Paper 3 
© for neither liking giddy Tradition, nor the 
© Tricks of wreſting ſingle Texts, I thought that 
: —＋ could be the only way to find the Truth by, 
r 288 
Jon Now Got is my Witneſs , that when I did 
thus, I could not but fall into Arianiſm 3 not 
© that I then knew what Name myOpinion had; 
© but fome' time after meeting with Books ſaw 
© che difference of Arianiſm and Socinianiſm, and 
© found that I was not ſingular in mySentiments, 
but that the World had thought the ſame befor 
me. FEA : : e 3 — +} 
Nor was this all, but before I knew that my 
© Hypotheſis had been known to the World, 
thinking that I was ſingular in the Truth, I re- 
© folv'd in Charity to Mankind to publiſh my, 
Diſcovery, till ſome Friends hearing of it, ad- 
vis d me to conſider firſt, that I might be as mugh + . 
© blinded by my own Pride of Search , as the 
World was by their Corruption and Traditi- 
—T. r | CE 5 
VU pon this reſalving td be-reſign'd to Truth, 
* and fearing bs might ruin mo: 
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. I not only took all my Papers and burnt them, 
; but reſolv'd to read all Books for the Trinity, 

_ * and converſe all Perſons, and if poſſible, ſatiſ- 
© fy my ſelf to believe, and acquieſce in ſo great 
© a Myſtery, _ | 25 

But alas, Sir, after all this Care, you ſee 1 | 

© am forc'd to differ from you; ſo that tho' 1 | 

© could willingly lay by my Sentiments,the bet 

ter to examine Truth for a-while,yet when on 

© ſearch I could ftill do ho otherwiſe,than think b 

© my Old Opinion the beſt ; I durſt not leave | 


„ 


Impartial Readers Conſideration , at the Con- 
cluſion is this; that the weak Reaſonings and 
remote Deductions in theſe Authors are brou e 
to ſupport Doctrines confeſſedly above, if not | 
contrary to the general Light of Nature , and 
the common Reaſon of Mankind; / one of 1 


© Truth for ever; and I hope the Neceſſity of m 
* Caſe will at laſt induce you to a Charity for 1 
So far this Honeſt and Judicious Au- | 
or. 5 
What I would propoſe to my Chriſtian and . 1} 

| 


that ſeem at firſt ſight to take away one o 
the firſt Principles of Religion, natural . | 
reveal'd;I mean the Unity of God, whereon the | | 
Patriarchal, Fewiſh, and Chriftian Diſpenſati- 

ons are entirely built; Doctrines which there-- 
fore, if true, ought certainly to have been moſt | 
plainly reveal'd, and undeniably deliver'd ; Dos H 
ctrines which have ever given ſo great 1 
and Scandal to the Unbelievers, whether Pagans, | 
Fews, Mahometants ; Doctrines that have been | 
one grand Cauſe why Chriſtianity has ſo little | 
ſpread over the reſt of the World ſince the a0 Ft 
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| firſt Centuries; nay, Doctrines which at ths ' | 
Day both hinder the ſpreading of the Goſpel in 
| the very ſame Manner, and harden the Papiſts 
in the parallel Abſifrdities of their Religion: 
| In ſhort, Doctrines that want the moſt, and 
5 have the leaſt Evidence of almoſt all thoſe that 
| belong to the Chriſtian Inſtitution. | 


— _ wv — rt oye 


Having now diſpatch'd what I thought pto- 

| per to ſay to the Author of the Pran 
4 and in general to both theſe Authors, I ſhall 

| add a few Things to the Author of the Conſi- 

| derations diſtinctly; and ſhall offer what I have 

| to ſay in the Order his Conſiderations lye be- 

{ fore me. * Tow s 
| | In the firſt place he thinks to enervate my Cor ade... 
[ ſtrong Proof from Fuſtin Martyr againſt the Ra- tion 5 
|; tional Soul in Chriſt, as diſtint from the Ab- — 


| Spirit, Soul, and Body, yet does he in the ve- 
| ry ſame Diſcourſe directly affirm that Man is 
x made up of Soul and Body; without faying a 
Syllable of the Spirit: And thence this Author 
concludes that the Spirit was, in Juſtins Opi- 
nion, no proper Part of a Man, but an Influ--* 


ence from the Spirir of God only. Now this 1, 
| is ſaying what ſerves the preſent turn, without [ 

ſearching whether there be Truth at the Bot- 1 
| tom or not. For had he done that, he would 
| have perceiv'd thac all his Foundation was ;, 
wrong, and that the Ancient Chriſtians ever, i 8 
eſteem'd Man made up directly of thoſe three „ 
Parts; without dreaming that one of them wass ⁵ Kt 
| a bare Influence only: And that when Juſtin 1 ma 
| and gthers mention in general but Two, Soul wv 
| | N 2 and 0 . "of 


| _m and Body, they mean the ſame thing as wen 
. they enumerate all Three, Spirit, Soul and Bo- || 
1 dy; becauſe the Senſitive Soul- is by them j 
8 look'd upon as ſtill belonging to, or contain d in | 
1 the Body, as Juſtin ſpeaks ; and by the Body, 
„ they do not mean a dead ſenſeleſs Carcaſe, but | 
4.8 a living Body, with all its ſenſitive Operations | 
$45 and Actions; or a Body with its ſenſitive Soul ; 
| 1 as this Author might, if he pleas'd, have learn'd 
i from more Places than one of the ſame Boak | 
' De Reſurrectione. But then to quote only ſo late 
_ 1.688 an Author as the Heathen Philoſopher Hierocles, 
1 to ſhew the Ancient Chriſtian Notions about 
3 the Compoſition of Man, is to little purpoſe; | 
ih eſpecially when that Threefold Diviſion is ſo | 
. 1 _ plain in the ancienter Sacred and Prophane | 
. Writers, Heathens, Jews , and Chriſtians; as | 
15 I ſhall ſhew before my 15th Propoſition, 1 | 
|. Then our Author proves that none of the | 
11108 Ancients could believe the Son's Pre-exiftence  , 
4 to be in potentia, or other than real, before he 
140 was begotten or created, becauſe of the Abſur- | 
1 | | dities and Contradictions of ſuch an Hypothe- j 
|}: ſis. - Juſt ſo might he proye that the Papiſts do | 
MR not believe Tranſubſtantiation, or the Church — | 
1 the common Doctrine of the Trinity. I only 1 
i aſſert a Fact: And as I aſſert it, ſo it moſt cer - 
71 tainly was; as I can evidently prove. Had I | 
U declard my own Opinion, he might have urg d 
1:4" me with its Abſurdiry. But when he is to de- * 
bl ny that ſome of the Ancients believ'd that Pre- | 
"Ih exiſtence in idea, or in potentia; and others in a | 
"ti rather higher Manner, as an Attribute, after- | 
0 ward begotten and created into a Perſon, he l 
| ſuppoſes Men can believe no Abſurdities or Con- lf 
. tradictions: When on the contrary , there is 
N 23 — 120 hardly 
4 | 
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| hardly any Abſurdity ſo great, or Contradiai- 


|| on ſo manifeſt, but Mankind have been made 
firmly to believe them, nay to perſecute others 
for not believing them, as well as themſelves ; 
as he very well knows, without my Information. 
Tho' after all, I think the other Hypotheſis 
which our Author likes better , That our Lord 


was originally an Attribute in the Father, and 1 
was afterward created or begotten into a Perſon, N 
| is not much more intelligible ; and ſeems to me 4 
to want antienter and more ſacred Authority, 1 
than what now appears for it among Chriſti- | 
aaäans. In plain Ergliſh, I ſuſpect its Derivation 1 
from ſome Prolations or Emiſſions deriv'd from the 
| Antient Hereticks, and unwarily entertain'd by 4 
| ſome Philoſophick Chriſtians in the latter Part 4 
| of the Second Century. As to x Job. V. 7. and P. 13. a 
| Dr. Mills Diſſertation about it, my wonder is | / 
that when ſo Learned a Perſon had produc'd | 'M 4 
| the Evidence on both ſides , tho' giving much © + 11-4 
more than was real to the Text, and yet the 5 * F 
| Over-weight was ſo plainly and vaſtly againſt M Bi 
| jt, he ſhould, after all, be able to perſuade him- I | 
ſelf to ſum up the Evidence in Favour of it. 1-7 
[ As I take it, that Diſſertation has deftroyd the 1} 2 
j Credit of this Verſe with the truly Learned and 4 - 41:05 
1 Impartial already; and, when ſome Miſtakes  _ || : 
| are corrected, will do it with othergalſo. It —— 
was the Examination of this Matter in that FAY 
| Diſſertation, which ſatisfy'd me that Text muſt _— 
55 be given up as indefenſible; which before I r 
| was not perſuaded of. Wek7 
| V.! RT f | PE. 1 | 
| | What follows next, to prove that the Three Di = by 
| vine Perſons are One God in Scripture Language, + Ml 8 
tom x Cor. XII. 4, 5,6 is ſo very abſurd, and Ibid. AM 29 
j io contrary to the moſt obvious Senſe of the IN 44 
"4; 8 | Words, 0 
3 


— 8 L. 100 7 e ” 3 
1 Words, that I can hardly imagine the Author 
1 thought what he was about. Nor can I ex- 
144 cuſe the Author of the Premonition, or Dr. 
{8 Hickes, for letting ſuch a weak Part to appear in 
0 the World. Nor is that from Zech. XIII. 7. 
1604 where the Father ſtiles the Son his Neighbour, or 
197 one Near to him, very much better. If ſome of 
VR our preſent Fundamental Doctrines cannot be 
\ 4 more fully prov'd , I hope they will not long 
1. p. 16, 17. be eſteem'd Fundamental. As to Fob. V. and 
(Bp VX. I am not much concern'd what unjuſt Impu- 
„ tations the Fews, our Lord's Enemies, lay'd on 
Wal him from his Words, as if he claim'd to be pro- 
1 rly Cod, or equal to God, or rather to act origanally 
W as God. But till I ſee that Chriſt himſelf own'd + 
{17% ſuch a Claim; which indeed he directly and 
wil plainly denies in theſe very Chapters; I ſhall bg 
1 no way mov id by ſuch Arguments. „ 
. 549 But then, for the Epithets of the Supreme 
1 God, I inſiſt upon it that this Author in his 
40 Attempts to prove Seventeen of them, has not 
Wi. done it directly as to One. T mean, has not prov'd 
WA that when our Saviour is call 'd God, any of thoſe 
WH. #» Epithers denoting the Supreme God are once cer- 
1 -tainly added to that Appellation in Scripture, or 
Ws: che earlieſt Antiquity : Which was the Meaning | 
%. of my Queſtion. Thoſe who have Patience 
„ to go through all his remote Arguments on 
13 theſe 17 Heads, may do it; but I cannot think 
ö | it worth my while to do fo. 5 
ili 1 


— 
— 
—— 


5 1,3 As to 1 Job. V. 20. and Rom. IX. 5. I think 1 
the True God in the former, and the God over 

al in the latter, do both denote God the Fa- * 

ther; for which J ſhall give my MO 

h ot 1. 
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However, I am glad that this Author gives p. 40, 414 "of 


up that Sameneſs or Equality of the Son to the 51, &c. 


Father, which Orig en ſuppoſes ſome raſb Chri- 
ſtians to have aſſerted in his Time. I hope 
the equally r:ſb Chriſtians of our Times, will 
obſerve this Conceſſion, and begin, with theſe 
Authors, not to be offended with my Do- 
ctrines, That the Father is greater than the Son, 
and the Son Jeſs than, as well as inferior and 
ſubordinate to the Father; as they have ſo long 
been. Only I beg, that the fame Authors, 
who yield this Inferiority hecauſe they cannot 
avoid the Evidence for the ſame, will not aſſert 
an Equality of Nature and Subſtance, till they have 
ſome tolerable Evidence for the ſame alſo ; 
which yet I take to be really none at all. 
For that is my Obſervation, So far as Evidence 
goes, theſe Authors own Inferiority ; but where 
— have no Evidence, they aſſert E- 

Jo | | * 


1 know not whe to ſay to this Author's Ac. p. 4 . 
count of Cerinthw”, and to the Impaſſibility of 3. 


the Divine Nature of Chriſt, when Incarnate; 
— J can ſay little to the purpoſe, without 
Tranſcribing large and numerous Teſtimonies 
our of niy foremention'd Papers. But this Aus 
thor picks up one or two Paſſages, and omits 
the reſt, and ſo makes a ſhew of ſaying ſome- 
what againſt mie. When the Reader has ſeen © 
all that I have on that Head, I will leave it to 
his own Judgment, whether the common Do- 
&rine be not a plain Part of the Hereſy of Ce- 
R | | 5 


I 


. 


called God by the Ancients, nor was ever by, 
them invocated, I find many.of the Learned 
grant it me ; and begin to wiſh, that the pre- 
ſent Chureh obliged to no ſuch Denomination; 


or. Invocation of him. Nor has this Author 
ſaid any thing conſiderable upon this Head. 


but only introduced ug as on the Side of 


theſe Corruptions, ich, of almoſt all the 
Ancients he is moſt evidently againſt; as will 


appear in due place. Sure Divine Worſhip 
ought to ſtand on firmer Grounds. than this 


ſort of Reaſoning ; or elſe we may Invocate 


- 


what Beings we plcaſe, and yet never want To- 
picks to juſtify what we do. e 


5% I wiſh this Author had diſtincly told us, 
whether he owns. that the Divine Nature of our 


Saviour was really ignorant of the Day of 


Judgment, or not: As, L.thinky all the Ancients 
underſtood the Lexts here referr'd to; even 


Treneus himſelf. "For If this be once yielded, 
I count the main Diſpute is at an End. And 
as for my ſelf, I do always look upon theſe Texts 
as ſo plain and undoubted, that J eſteeni all the 


Teſtimonies which the Athanaſians have ever. 


alledg'd for their Notions, not to be equivalent 
to a ſmall Part of the Evidence thence ariſing 
for the Ariaus: And that therefore all the other 


Texts and Teſtimonies for them , are ex abun- 
danti, and directly ſupernumerary. 


As to the ſmall Varieties between the Ac- 
counts in the Goſpels and that in the Conſtitu. 
tions, 2s to our Saviour's Paſſion, I juſtly inſiſt 

upon it, that they ought to weigh no m 


than 
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p. , &: A, to the Holy Ghoſt, that he was neter 


1 


. 
8. 
1 
4 


3 


„ a 


. 
i 
Dp 
* 
7 
18 
+ * R . 


A 


W 


a * W ä 
bn CCC 8 N AS, N Cy WEL 22 1 
%%% ³ĩW¹—¹1AA² Ü ee ⁊ᷣͤ K ²⁴ mmͥs TE F ET 1 
A DEE -f... 8 : "IP N 


W 
2 A BL nr DEE 
* 3 * 3 . 


r N OTF; OE AE. 


—_— 42 2 * is r 
K wo Pk FP TR y Nn 
9 * ba”. = — N 
— 4 En TOTS N 8 = he = e 
- *** N Y 9 * 
q 


than tlie like 


FRY ihe hk ES 


| THe * 


: 2 
* 9 
"I 
o 

* 


ftuut ions to be ſtill the moſt authentic and ex- 
act; and that the preſent Copies of the Go- 
ſpels are rather to be corrected by them, than 


the contrary.” I ſay, the preſent Copies: Only > 
Por there is great Reaſon to think, that not 2 


few of thoſe ſeeming Contradictions are not 


Original, but owing wholly to the later Tran» 


ſcribers and Interpolators. And indeed, in this 
very point, I take that Order of a Verſe or two 
in St. Jobn, which at once contradicts himſelf 
and the reſt of the Evangeliſts, to be the pro- 

Occaſion of this ſeeming Contradiction; 


and that when St. Fobn's Goſpel is reſtor d to its 


Primitive State in this Matter, it will exactly 
agree with theſe Conſtitutions. But this is nat A 


proper place to enlarge upon that Point. 


1 i p ; 


| Aﬀeer this, the Author appears plainly to be P: 55» 56- 


* 


apprehenſive that my Teſtimonies for the Ari- 
ant will be too hard for thoſe to be produc'd 
for the Atbanaſiaus; becauſe: tis certain, that 
the Sacred and moſt Ancient Writers ſay that 


Chriſt was not only voluntarily begotten, but 


really created by God, a little before the Mo- » 


ſaick Creation; which but ill agrees with his 
Coeternity with the Father. Upon this Occaſion, 
we have an Hypotheſis advanc'd concerning 


1 the like ſmall Variecies among the Four 
Goſpels themſelves. And I venture to aſſure 
this Author, that upon my Examination and 
Compariſon of the Particulars, I take the Con- 


the differing Modes of the Words Subſiſtenco, 


before and after that Generation or Creation. 


This is a-Philoſophical Suppoſition, without 


any direct Proof in the Sacred and moſt An- 
cient Books of our Religion. Nay, it rather 


| feems to me to be contrary to them. For Ex- 


ample :; 


[ 


Wit. 
13. 24. 
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* 
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ample : Hermas ſays, the Angels were firſt erea- 
ted; and not very many Lines after, he ſays of 
the Divine Nature of our Saviour, that jt was 
'« firſt of all created. Now, to interpret created in 


the former Caſe, of the bringing that into Be- 
ing, which was not in Being before; and in 
the Second, of only ſuch an Emiſſion or Pola 


ion, 2s ſuppoſed the Perſon created to have 


been in Being before his Creation, ſeems to me 
ſo ſtrange, that to believe it at all is hard 
enough; but without any Sacred Evidence to 
believe it as a Fundamental Article of Faith, 
and thence to draw the Coeternity of our Sa- 
viour ; nay, thence to make that Coeternity a 


Fundamental Article alſo, ſeems to me utterly 


abſurd and unjuſtifiable. When therefore I 
ſee this Mode of Subſiſtence of the Word be- 
fore his Creation prov d by plain Texts or 
Teſtimonies earlier than Jaſtin Martyr, Iwill 


believe it as a Part of my Chriſtian Faith; 
but till then, I ſhall eſteem it rather as a Branch 


of the Uncertain Philoſophy of ſome Ancient 


As indeed, That is the proper Rule I go by : 


in theſe important Affairs; when in tracing 
up any Ancient Chriſtian Opinions I am forc'd 
to ſtop at ſome Chriſtian Philoſophers, and can 


find no Evidence ſo high as Polycarp , I then 
note the Notions for Points of uncertain Chri- 


ſtian . Philoſophy ; and do not àdmit them to 


be certain Articles of Chriſtian Faith: As in- 


deed, the Maintainers of them do never, that 
I remember, in that caſe pretend them to be 


otherwiſe. Tho I confeſs, I do not-preſently 


fay, that they therefore are all falſe, and to be 
wholly rejected.; but I let them lye in the ſame 
uncertain State wherein I find them; a 
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it the Church had done in all its latter Ages, | 
1 


Standard and Simplicity. But this by the 
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we had not had Creeds, Articles and Liturgies 
ſo full of the uncermin Philoſophy of, Chriſti- 
ans: Which ir is therefore high. time to re- 
view, and to reduce 4ll to the Primitive 


way.” 


As to what Excuſes and Apologies the Au- p. 57, Kt 
thor makes for Arhanaſius, they are ſo very , _ 
weak, and faintly made, that I believe he is 

not much different from the Mind of his Friend, 3 
the Author of the Conſiderations: fo I ſhall not 1 
repeat what I have before ſaid upon that Occa . 
ſion. If we entirely believe all that the Ab. 
zaſians have ſaid for him, we may hope he was 0 
not à great Knave ; but if not, he cannot be 
juſtified ; and there I leave that Matter. 9 


. 3 OT... 
: A . 3 ; : „e 1 
T have alſo ſaid what I thought e as (cb 7 


Dionyfius of Alexandria, and Theognoſtus, and tlie 
Spuriouſneſs of the former's pretended Letter, . a 


in my Second Reply to Dr. Alix ; and ſhall 9p. 2, 21. 
not repeat it. Only 1 muſt defire all that may 2 "oY 
at any time have a mind to. vindicate the A. 
thanaſian Doctrines, that they omit thoſe Cita- 

tions from the Ancients, which wholly depend 

on Athanaſins's Teſtimony, hereafter; becauſe 
they will weigh nothing at all with me, and, I 
believe, not yery much with others neither; 
excepting ſuch ſtanch Arhanafians, as need no 
Arguments, but are already fatisfy'd in theie 
Faith in tlieſe Matters, wizhour farther Exa+ 
ination. e 4. 4 e , 
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P. 82, &c. 


fy'd. Nor is there any Footſteps of it in the 


22 


theſe Words imply any proper Sameneſs or E- 
. - quality with the Supreme God, is without all 


© true indeed 5 Ses 6 muνe , ſeems to be ap- 
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To come now to the Appendix: Where, 


Numb. I. this Author aims to prove, That the | 
Tews expected their Meſſias to be God. Now, 0 
if this were ſo, it muſt certainly be in no Pal 


other Senſe than we have in Phila, as to the 


45% ; which is agreeable to none but to the, 
Arian Account. But even this ſeems to me 


very uncertain ; becauſe the Queſtion which 


our Lord put to them, How Chriit, who was. 
to be the Son of David, could be call'd bs es 
Lord? fo utterly filenc'd them: Which it could 


a not certainly have done, if they had expected 
e their Meſſiah to be really God, as this Au- 


| has ther pretends. And that the Term, Son of God, 


had then any ſuch Notion included in it, as 
this Author ſuppoſes, I am by no means ſatiſ- 


Books of the New Teſtament. Indeed, the Word 
Only-begotten , did in the Chriſtian ſenſe imply 
more than Son; tho' not at all what the Athana= 
ſans would fain draw from it. But that any of 


juſt Foundation in the World. 


What is ſaid next, as to the Son's being cal. 
led -m1oze&wwp comes to this, that he his calld _ 
Lord of Hoſts, and that the LXX. ſometimes | 
render the ſame Epithet mwloegwmp , therefore. | 
If I ſhould Reaſon thus, I know what Opini- | 
on the Orthodox would have of me. But a N 


ſmall Argument for what we deſire paſſes eaſily | 


for a great one. Vet I muſt do the Author the 1 
Juſtice to ſay he has yielded me more than ſome 
would deſire, when he here owns , that It is 
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| 3 ;ply'd to the Father only ,. in the Revelations ED 
0 


St. Fobn; and that ſometimes as he is di- 
* ſtinguiſh'd from the Son; both in the Chara- 
* er of the Lamb, IV. 8. V. 6, 7. and of Word 
"of God, . 


Hut then to think of making Fob. XVII. z. ſerve P. 84,66 
his Purpoſe is very groſs : And Ido but deſire the 
Reader, after he has read this Author's Colours, . 
to read the Verſe over again calmly. by himſelf, 
and then judge whether it does not plainly.af-. 


ſert that the Father, as diſtin& from Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
is the Only True God. If there were but one Text 99 
ſo plain for the Athanaſiant as this is for the Ari- 1 
rians, J ſhould be in no ſmall pain, notwit hn 
ſtanding the Strength of the Fides elſe⸗-kßk al 
where for them. I wiſh theſe remote Com- Wh, 
ments were let alone, and the honeſt Chriſtian. . TT 
were permitted to learn the Doctrine of Chriſt , +, 


and his Apoſtles from the plain Words of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, as the firſt Converts did. I 
know what would be the Conſequence. of this. 
Nor are the Athanaſiant unappriz d of it: And. 
therefore are they ſo full of their Notes. and 
Comments on all Occaſions. 


The next Number is built upon an Ambigui- P. 57, &c. 
ty of the Word God, that u0 God could be formed 
after God the Father ; Therefore Chriſt is Eternal. 
Right; no Original Eternal God can ever be 
form'd. But yet all the other Gods, true or | 
falſe, if they were at all real, were forw'd, ande jib 
that after God the Father allo : As this Author 
very well knows. And till he proves more than 
he has yet done, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be, 
in an inferior Senſe, God, and yet formed or 
created by the Father, as hd” Angels, Ma- 
Fs "mm 15 
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giftrates, and Apfel; all which yet are well 
known to have the Title of God given them in 


(1 
s wr # 
£ 


p. 91, — What occurs it the 5th, 6h; and 7th Num- 


100. 


. Þ-100, 


bers, to prove that the Father and Son are One; 
and that Chriſt is the Living God in Scripture 
Language; and that his being calfd the Way 


oves fuch his Divinity, is too weak to deferve 
2 diſtin& Anſwer. If we poor Arians ſhould be 
found hying any ſtreſs on ſuch remote Inferen- 
ces, we ſhould ſoon be laught at by the Arhana- 
frans. Tho" I do not defire we may treat our 


Adyverſaries ſo, upon the like Occaſions. Not 
Kc. ſhall T enlarge on the pretended incommunica; 
ble Name of Fehowab, as. vindicated to Chriſt 
under the 8th Number: ; becauſe T have ſpoken 


my Mind already as to that Matter. 


But as to the Two laſt Numbers, or the Crea - 
tion of Wiſdom after ir had ſubſiſted before, I 
have more than once ſpoken what I thought 
proper, and ſo ſhall add here no more concern- 
ing it. For I hope Chriſt's Threefold Name, 
Apoc. XIX. 12, 12, 16. is eſteem d only as II- 


luſtration in this Caſe, and not as a real Proof 
or Teſtimony for it. ej 


This is all that I think neceſſary to fay to 
theſe Authors ar preſent, before the Publication 
of my Four Volumes: Only that I heartily 
thank them both for treating me in a more de- 
cent, fair, and chriſtian Manner than I have 
hitherto met with; and to aſſure them by all the 


moſt Sacred Obligations thar I have no other 
Reaſon for my Diffent from, and plain Deal- 
ing with them than che real Motives of Truth, 


Convi- 


Conviction, 


m— 
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Sincerity, and a good Conſcience: 
And that I hope they and all the World will ex- 


Cuſe me if 1 ſtill diffent from them and ochers in 


Points wherein J am fully ſatisfy d, on the moſt 

exact Enquiry, that what they maintain is con- 
trary to the Doctrine of our Saviour, his Apo- 
ſtles, and the Body of the Chriſtian Church in 
all the firſt and pureſt Ages of it: And on that 


Account I hope they and all good Men will own 
I am to be excuſed. Nay, I muſt farther own 


to them, that till I am otherwiſe fatisfy'd by Ar- 
gument and Teſtimony I muſt continue in my 


preſent Perſuaſion; even tho' ſome ſhould fa 


that thereby my Qbſtinacy x made apparent in the 
contempt of the Rightful Authority of the Church de- 
legated by Chriſt ; as the Author of the Premoni- 
tion ſpeaks. Whatever juſt Authoricy the Church 


can claim I ſhall moſt willingly ſubmit to. Yet 


is it ſo certain that ſhe has not the leaſt Autho- 


' rity to ſuperſede the Doctrines and Laws of 


Chriſt by his Apoſtles , that whatever Submiſ- 
ſion ſhe ſhall expect, which appears to me in- 
conſiſtent with my Obedience to the other, I 
muſt ever declare I can no way comply with it: 
Leſt by being now aſhamed of what I am fully 

erſuaded is the Word of Chriſt , I expoſe my 
ff to that ſad Threatning which follows; viz. 


That of me will the Son of Man be aſhamed at the 


Day of Judgment. And I muſt ſay that I hope, 


by the Grace of God, I ſhall ever chuſe rather 


to venture all the Puniſhments this World can 


inflict upon me, than run any Hazard of be- 


ing condemned at the great Day by my Lord 


and Saviour , for my Hypocriſy and Prevarica- 
tion in theſe Important Matters. 


Aug. 13. 1711. WILL. WHISTON:. 
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| Convocation's Proc E EDIN 68 


With Relation to Mr. b dee 


TTY the l Actqunt WAS 6 
niſhed and printed off, I receivd a 


my Doctrines, which I therein mention'd, and 
which has been preſented to the Free, but which 
1 T could not then procure a Tranſcript of, enclo- 


. fed in a Letter ne dut ſent 


with ſo great wipe rih „ that 1 do not perceive 


that ver n knew what was in bin d 
encloſed Paper, w nh 8 dy i it ſelf. ; 

or whence it came. _X.6t uſe 7 not * 
all queſtion but it is a true as ere ar eee 


it to the Reader, Without ' Wielt Mteration 


or Reflection whaeſderet. 074 
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The Judgment of che Archbiſhop and 
Biſhops and the Clergy of the Pro- 


vince of Canterbury in Convocation 


_ aſſembled, concerning divers Aſſer- 
tions contained in the Books lately 
publiſh d by William Whiſton.” 5 


N A great Offence hath been gruen PR 
the Church of God by ſeveral Writings 


publiſhed by William Whiſton, a particu- 
larly by a Book lately dedicated by him to the 
Convocation of this Province ; wherein that raſh 
and inſolent Writer declares with the utmoſt 
Anurance, that the Arian Dottrige concernind 
the Trinity and Incarnation, is the Doctrine 


of our Bleſſed Saviour, his Apoſtles, - and 


the firſt Chriſtians ; and very uncharitab 


Inſinudtes, That All who have conſidered theſe . 


Matters, want nothing But" the wg 


Opinion. 


We baue thought our ſelves abliged\, in 


Maintenance of: our moſt Holy Faith , and for 
the Vindication ' of our own' Sincerity , for 
Checking (if poſſible) the Preſumption of this 
Author, and for Preſerving others from peing 
Jedaced by him, to compare the Dangerans Af- 
ſertions he has advanced with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the Two firſt General Councils, and 
477 EE. EET. 
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the Courage, to own themſetves ef the fame 
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_ 3 . 
6 "0 now pen 48 oY Auel not till now; ito, 
that I had all my Evidence at once before me, K „ A 
and chat I was able to affirm; and afſiredly r 4 
pronounce, ane Arian Boctrine was in 2 
theſe 22 the 11715 and Ivcarnation, | 
as in Pag. 6.) Co He the Original Do- 
ctrije o Cin Panel 0 of his Holy Ay 
and of the > moſt Primitive Chriſtians. 5 
Preface, 


When * ak of One God, 7 
A e Dat . as the Father ro ro 


: "4 
, On 41. 


Ile Moderns called theſs Thres Divide Per- 4 

| ſons bur One God ; and ſo introduc'd at leaſt a 
new, and unſcriptural and inaccurate, N 5 

| a falſe way of ſpeaking i into rhe Church. OE | 4 

| Errata, pag. 123. Tv. hoy v the Father mg 209 + Ll 

and the Holy Ghoſt ; read in the Fr A, and 33 

dele, Three Perſe and One Go. * 0 


-- -; "hb I allow 10 d mine own b Words, „ and 
to be agrecable to my Own, not uncertain O 4 LN 
nion, but certain Faith. I was once, as the 
World will ſee by the, Occasion of che latter Br. 2 
21999 in the Common Opinion, that the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Hotz Ghoſh, the Three Divine 
s were truly, in ſome Senſe, Ove God, err 
the One God of the Chriſtian Religion: That is 
ore: I pacricalarly examin d that Matter inche 
| criptures , the. moſt Primitive Writers. 1 
| But fee Herve throngny enquir'tinro'tr, f am 
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